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COMMISSIONER'S LETTER . .

The first issue of Avana Amudam is in your hands.

The Tamil Nadu Archives has a long lisﬁ'pf publications to
ites credit; nevertheless, this is its fiirst périodical
magazine.

The objectives of Avana Amudam are:

1) to highlight the importance of the records preserved in
the Tamil Nadu Archives and their usefulness to the
students of all social sciences;

2) %o highlight the relevance of the B of the Tanil
Nadu Archives to construction and interpretation of fhe
modern history;

3) to highlight the service rendered by the Tamil Nadu
Archives to the cause of research and administration;

4) to encourage young scholars and employees of this
dgnartment to take un research and\write on interesting
topics, mainly making use of the records nreserved in
the Tamil Nadu Archives; and

5) tb develop an archival consciousness in the minds of
the public. '

Avana Amudan is all set to grow as an effective instrunent

of communicgtion and fulfil a long felt need of the Tamil
NaGU‘ArchiVes. Soon, it will come out, hopefuily, as a
pPrinted magazine.

Suggestiong to improve its contents and presentation are

welcome.
S.RANGAMANT



EDITOR'S PAGE

Started as the Madras Record Office in 1909, the
administrative set un emerged as the Tamil Nadu Archives
and Historical Research in the year 1968.

™ig Tamil Nadu Archives can claim to be one of
the oldest of its kind in our country and as such it is an
antigue treasure . trove that could’ keen a curious mind
endlessly engaged. ,

The Stately building like g fortress on the Gandhi

Irwin Road would never escane attention of any masserby.
However, how many actually know what this buildirg is and
what it contains ? So, to create an awareness about the
Tamil Nadu Archives among the nublic and to bring to light
un-nublished méterials of "istorical interest available in
sthe Archives is the object with which we bring out this
“quarterly jourral "Avana Amudham".

) The framework adonted for this journal is mainly of

' two sections; one for English and the other for Tamil. The
features in these sections are .events from History,
Biogranhy, techniques of Preservation of records, Book review,
etc. On the threshold, are short stories, tit bits, essays
of common interest, etc. .

The "Avana Amudham" is only making a beginning and
we hone to make it live un to its name.

Any suggestions which will heln immrove the journal,
we will be trankful and hanny to receive.

P. PULNEY AWDY SENJI.
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A NCTE ON INDC-RUSSIAN RELATICNSHIP WITH SPECTAL REFERENCE

i

TC ARMENTANS

"By S.SINGARAJAN,
Devuty Commissioner of Archives
(Technical) (Retd).

COMMON CRIGIN CF INDIAN AND RUSSIAN: -,
4 significant féature in Tndo Russian Relationship is

that both the peonieL%ave a common origin.* The 'Aryans'1,
who made their avnpearance iﬁ India sometime in the second
miilennium B.C., and from whoﬁ the'present;aay 'voner--
caste' Hindus and ﬁost of the Pakisténis are said to have
descended are commonly believed to have started on their
journey in all directibns‘either from Centrsl Asia or from
the general area below the Caucasus, known as Azerbaijan.
It is presumaebly this:térritary which is referred to in
the Iranian 'Avesta' as 'Arya Baizu' or the original home
of the ’Aryqns'. If this allusion is correct, then present-
d=y Nerth Indisns, including, of course; the Pakistanis,
should belong to the same Caucessian grouv of veonles to
which the present-day Armenians, the Azerbaijanians and
the Georgians of the Soviet Union, together with the
Iranians, the Kurds, the Afghans, etc., are also attri-
buted. In physical make uv they do make a single block
of humanity. .

'Bven the ma jow Russian peovle in the Soviet Unionz,

who along with many other East BEuropean nations,

* ‘A 1ist of books on Indo-Russian matters may be
seen in -Appendix 1.
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are included among the so~called Slav gr&up of the Burasian
great race, have their counterpart in India in the form of
the Sakas or the Scythians, who are’sometimes referred to
in Sanskrit literature as the 'Saka-slav', meaning thereby
that the two were,ohe énd:the same people. That ancient uni-
fied name is perhaps preserved today in the National‘homen—
clature of Czechoslovakia, -- the common land of the'Czeghs’
and the 'Slovak's .All this is conjecture, no doubt, but
there can be no giestion, in the light of visible evidence
that 'several large movements of peoples from Central Asisa,
the Caucasian and the Black Sea region in the heary past
must have gone into the ethnic make-up of the peoples of

Indian and Pakistan'.

RUSSIAN TRAVELLERS TO AND FROM INDIA BETWEEN 1471-1785.
There were a number of Travellers to India from
Russia in the medieval and Modern veriods. Prominent among

them are:~

Afanasy nikitin 1471~1474: Nikitin set out for India not

for trading alone but also was guided by a thirst for

knowledge. In his work he describes the customs and be-

liefs of the Indians, their knowledge and way of life. He

reports on Indian religion and also on the history of the
3

Indian realms of the Bhamini and Vijayaragava empires”.

Khozya-Hussein(khwaija Hussain) 1532: Hussain an ambassador

from Babur Padsha went to Moscow during the period of

Prince Vagily Invanovich.4

Leonty Yudin 1590: A Russian Merchant lived for nine

yéars,in‘Bhukhara and India for trade.
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By 1647i Indians lived in Asfrakhan in'an Indian
Colony ofwabé&% 25 persons. Russian Govermment protected
them and pfesérved co-operative manaéement of their Pancha-
yat. Some of the Indians became Russian Citizens and set up .
their families in Russia.’

Mohammed—Yusﬁp Kasimov 1675: In 1675 an embassy headed by

Mohamed Yusup Kasimov came to AurangazebﬁGourt.G

In 1716 Peter I ordered for an expédition to find
out a trade route to)Iﬁdia—Headed by-AlexandérlKozhin an
expedition started to find a roube to Irdia by water. '

In 172% an expedition under vice-Admirsl David
Wilster to India, was commissioned to conclude a trade
between Russia and the great Mogul.8 7 4747

Peter himself visited Astrakhan in 1722 and received
the doyen of the Indian Kerchants~ANBURAM.9

The 1720s - 17408 were years of flourishing Indian
trade in Russia. The annual trade turnover of the Indians
during this period sometimes exceeded 100 thousand
roubles. 10

Wealthy Indian merchants sometimes took Brahmans

with them on journeys to Moscow ard St».Petersburg.11

Nikolai Chelobichikov 1760°: A merchant from the small
12

-Russian town, of Trubchevsk.

Lebedev:~ Born in 1749 in Yaroslavi, he arrived in

Madras in 1785 onvgﬁship of the East India Company and
lived here for two years. He learned Tamil and later

went to Calcutta. In 1789 he begem to study under
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Golak Nath Oas spoken languages of Bengali; Hindustani and
Sanskri%. After 12 years of stay in In@ia he published a |
book }A collection of Bengali and Indién tunes' in London.
In 1805'An Impartial Review of the systems of the EFast-
Indian Brahmins, their sacred rites and national customs'’

was publ;shed-in St.Pe’cersburg.13 -

KARL MARXS CN BRITISH RULE IN INDIA
Karl marxs, the author of 'Das Capital' which be-
came the Bible for the communists, had noted that the
British had planted their desﬁotism upon Asiatic despotism,
squeezed from the people their utmost mite of contributionl4
Marxs also noted that tﬁe"princes were subdued but
depended on the Indian Sepoys, who finally revolted.15
England had to fulfil a double mission in India. One
destructive and the other regenerating, the annihilation
of old Asiatic society and laying of the material foundation

of western society in India.16

/ FOREIGN PCLICY
It was 'Francofobia' that influenced English States-
men in the 18th century, which became the predecessor for
the later Russofobia.

The fear of Russian invasion of Indis coioured the
foreign poiiéy of Bentinck, who thought the.Indian army
could .be regarded as efficieht only if it could cope with
épch an invasion. His Minute of March 13, 1835, States:

I fearlessly pronounce the Indian army to be
the least efficient and most expensive in the world.
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The reai&sation of the hypothésis with which I started,
,of the presence of 20,000 Russian infantry on the Indus,
with its accompanying multitudes, would now find us in a
state utterly unable to resist them.

.Hence the attempt_of Bentinck to come into closer
relations with the Punjab and Sindh. By 1831 Ranjit Singh's
extended dominions had been‘consolidatgd by his military and
other reforms, and he had become'the moét extraordinary man
of the age between Constantinople and Pekin (g)'7,

In the summary of news it is noted that the Novoc
Vronya, a Russian vaper, attempted an explanation of Lord
Ripon's policy with one or two points of interest, viz.,
that the innpvations were due to the Russian approéch to-
wards India and the restlessness of the hill tribeé in recent
times. Heﬁoe the people had a\gréat card to play, viz., to
start a Home Rule agitation on the Irish lines to wring
concessions from England and finaily worry their oppressors'
off the Peninsula. If concessions were withheld f&rce would
settle the matter. By whom this force was to be applied, was
sugges?ivély left open by the Névoc Vronya, but that journal
entertained no doubt that sooner or latér the English would
g0 and that Lord Ripon's measure were pre-paratory acts for

evacuating as pleésantly as possible.18

IMPACT OF THE RUSSIAN REVCLUTICN ON INDIAN POLITICAL THINKING.

Indians considered that the Russian Revolution of
1917;Was the eruvtion of a Volcano. They have noticed the
subterrancaﬁ fires séething below the'surface for a long
time. Hunger was the flame that burst thrqugh the crust, as

is so often the case with Revolutions. The conclusion drawn
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was that the people never revolt unless they suffer. They
welcomed the fall of the Tsardom.19

Andhrapatrika 29 17 . March 1917 reported that the
Russian Government had driven away dishonest mlnlsters.
Consequently, they would devote their heart and soul to
defeat the Germans in the War and render sufficient help
to the Allies. The newspaper assessed that the Russian
Revolution was a danger to Germany and the future war of
Russia would be a people's War and nbt the war of the
Government. Every Russian Soldier would be emboldened by
the powerful allies to sunnort him and would surely gain
the victory. The Allies, especially England *the abode of
liberty, would be delighted at the emancipation of the
people of Russia. Cn account of this war, Parliaments in
different countries had lost their powers. 4 few ministers
 would take the whole authority into their hands and
administer the affairs with the consent of the people.
Under such circumétances, the peonle's flag was waving
on the Russian rampartst

The meetings of the representatives of the

people cannot prosecute the war. It should be waged
by a2 few under their protection. May the Russians and
the Duma revresentative repose confidence in the new
ministers who are patriotic and honest, help them in

every way, win victory in the war and work for the
future welfare of Russia and the world.

The Swadesamitran,21 of the 19 March, makes the

following observations under this head.



It is only natural that the powers and privileges of
the people should advance-in times of war, for a Government
has then to appeal to the common people for help in opposing
the enemy, and the people who realise and accept the
responsibility of nrotecting their country, will also wish to
have rights granted adequately in the administration of it.
The Russian people agitated for political rights at the time
of the Russo-Javanese war, and in consequence a representative
assembly known as the Duma was started by Nicholas, the then
Czar. But that assembly was not given real powers, the
Emperor, the Ministers and the other officers of the Govern-
ment as also the wealthy landlords exercised great influence
and authority. But to whatever extent the Russian Government
might have ruled the country according to their pleasure,
they promised, as soon as the present war broke out, that
they would give self-government to Poland, which had been
subject to the rule of Russia for a long time, and certain
vrivileges to the Jews, the Fins and other races. Since the
Russians have been giving up their lives for the defence of
their country in this great war that is waged primarily for
the rights of the people, it is not surprising that they have
been unceasingly pressing their Govermment to entrust them
with greater responsibility in the administration of the
country. In view of this, it was freguently attempted by the
Government to change the Commanders and Ministers and appoint
largely those who enjoyed the love of the people.

Referring to the telegram received to the effect that the
British Parliament will pass a resolution of hearty congratu-
lation to be conveyed to the Russians on the establishment of
popular representative assemblies there with administrative
rights vested in the people, the Swadesamitranzz, of the
23 March obgerves:

The Policy underlying the British rule is only to vest
all kinds of rights and privileges in the people, and it is
therefore natural for the British Parliament, to congratu-
late Russia upon the change in its administration. We trust,
therefore, that the same Parliament, which supports re-
publican govermment in Russia, will not object to grant self
government to India under the British rule. Though the ex-
Czar of Russia had given certain rights to the people; they
were not deemed sufficient; for in that country, the
autporities failed to realise the aspirations, ideals,
desires and tendencies of the people, because the Govermment
was an absolute monarchy. This is indeed the greatest evil
of an absolute monarchy. If another proof is wanted of the
strength and superiority of republican governments, we will
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p01nt out how a certaln German paper feels apprehensive
of the Establishment of such a Government on the very
eastern frontier of Germany and how another German paper
remarks, that the Russian revolution is an example of

the danger that can be caused by the adoption of a policy
opposed to the wishes of the people.

The Sampad Abhyuda&a23, of the 16 October, in its

news columns writes:

The province of ukraine in Russia formed a sevarate
parliament and constituted itself into a repudblic. It
seems likely that the various provinces of Russia will
form separate republics. Very probably, like the United
States of America, every little province will fom a
small republic and eventually unite to form Federal
Republic. It would be well to hagve this arrangement in
every empire.

Sir.S.Cripps States®?:

I will not attempt to go into any of the historical
origins of these difficulties, let us instead look at
them as a present fact. In the great sub-continent of
India there is more than one people. There are many
people and races as there are in the great sub-
continent of Russia. Our object is to give to the Indian
people * full self-government with comnlete freedom as
to how they will devise and organlse their own
Constitution.

IMPACT?”CF THE RUSSIAN REVOLUTION CN INDIAN LITERATURE
(1905-1917)

Field Marshall Smutts declared that even if World-
War-I had not done any other good, it had brought about
the Russian Revolution. The Russian Revolution in its
stead had many impacts on India and one/%%em was to
mould a great poet like Bharathi. Literary'crities are
of the opinion that Shelley, the world wencwned English
poet was a child of the French Revolution. But it can

be stated with greater emphasis that the poet Bharathi

was a child of the Russian Revolutions of 1905 and 1917.
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The writings and pAems of Subramanya Bharathi began
to flower forth from 1905. This fore shadowed the events
of 1917, the leadership of Lenin and the over—throw of
the Menseviks. .The revolutions from 1905-1907 are
congidered to be a rehearsal for many other revolutions
in the Bast including India. This revolution opened up
the flood-ga tes for national liberation. The Swaraj move-
ment started and Dresidgd over by Tilak, was goaded by
the Russian Revolution.

Bharathi accepted Tilak as his political leader and
turned into a revolutionary poet. True to his revolu-
tionary spirit he resigned his post as Assistant Editor
in the 'Moderate"newspaner 'Swadesamitran' and started
the progressive newspaper 'India' in April 1906.

Most of the articles in his Newspaper echoed the

concents of Independence, equality and fratanity.

The Publications in India from June 1906 to
Septembeér 1906 may be grouved under the following five
captions.

a) Russia in the throes of Revolution again-
30.6.1906.

b) Go .Ahead, BRussia - 7.7.1906 .

¢) Dissolution of the Duma - 28.7.1906

d) Russian Revolution - 1.9.1906

e) The death of Trepoff - one Tyrannical Wretch
the Less - 22.9.1906.

In his notes on the above subjects he concluded
that the tiger Government and the fox ministry will
not continue long over the Russian people who are as

meek as the sheep. He foresaw mény symptoms of the



10

decay of the Czarist Govermment which he ascerted in hié
newspaner. More than this he conveyed his full support to
the Russian peovle by invoking Providence to show mercy
on the Russian people who fouéht for liberation of the
people and the destruction of the tyrannical Govermment.
Bharathi was one of those who considered that

political liberation will be meaningful and fruitful only
when the people get social and economic liberation.

In his poem composed in 1907 popularly known'aé
'Swathanthira pallu' ( &s55470 ude ) he has stated

as follows:
Cafigd F55A0D
aliuGys GuEFL - BMD
aABm@d &F 0e BlIUS
epdurdFal
FRg QsmiGL. o phd
wmBamGnl - Oass
SIS SOV TD 615D
286 mGn]

e &EGD OsTudsGD .

Qfs 2a QFLGATD - Acid
e SASAElG Ura g

A5 80 QFUGAUTD]
Apar &g SiTumbsd

oy orlGLmb - Qaqb
i de eawndSarod

ou »wmllLmbl
GCAMRL — wudgl
. UTepGamGn

aaks &s5AgD

o sm ALGLme wim

(a6CamGn)

Bharathi has proved that he was an'erupting
%olcanoq no longer tolerable to the Colonialists and
plunders, and hg left Madras for Pondicherry. There
he met MWT.Thirumaiacharya (popularly known as

P.T.Acharya) who later met Lenin in 1919 and became

2
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one 6f the Archltects 6f the Indian Communist party found-
ed at Tashkant in October 1920.

Bharathi predicted the birth of a new Yuga (Krutha
Yuga). Under the head'the coming age' he stated, 'it is
not understoecd well in India what the westoruers called
Joeialism'. There is only one way for a resvectable life.
Tﬁe entire world should be socialized in that all live
as co-workers and narfners. In XKrudtha Yuga we have the
tradition to state that the people lived as Socialists.
This may be true or false but yet in bringing this great
decideratum, Humanity shouid be reéolute.

In his poem on liberation written in November

1917, in the wake of the Revolution of 1917, he states:

dpscwt desowl apsawl
unmw@agu Qug Swr
qfwu@&@w ) GYsIal M

UgaGome @mmgegm

LDPOAGSSGLD mbﬁmw.

Apad QSTaL_. Scib Uhp

QOsmad YmMsa wrag

Csips soal @nmw 61 g :

T Q55 sTegCe (apsaw)

ﬂmemgm 9. 7D @waym
aw@wgwmw oI FUh6D o
9 ey asnmLmdB @gmum
QQQWWMW @wnw@w
Tl 5@@ QFdad e
urwﬂmﬁm &G w
WS WD 206 BsinaT
LrG BTG Arpatn (efkps000 )

TSI gmﬂw @@q ngqw
wmeﬂwa QST anu,
e wan grdm A5G
Wﬂ&MJw 5ma5@6m

gngn 611D Blaow  wmm
3m5@mn¢ QLTS ELD

Fmel 5n5 ITCIDITS

T Q55 pTlgCe - (apsow)
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In his poem on 'Bharatha Samudayam' written in September

1921 he states:
urpgs Fpsmud arpsGa -~ aTHS QTG 1}
Umros FOSmUd ampsGea

wlug Gamy ool Fhesb
@@ﬂm&@w GILIT 16 L. CILD
QUMwasg@gﬂww

. 2.WSESES QO&TE YSIaw ~ aiThS
wells gaoe LAsT UAGEH
WPSESD  QAYGCLIT .
wﬂwn Crrs mﬂwn umir&aid
UTPEHS QEWETCLIT P o wee v
@cie) wir @ sl QFUGaTd - Yas
G55 Brew STUGLITS,
gﬁmwn@wmg gl 6 Wik
2&SHcG GBSCamd v .

mw@wn@w gn @wm aw@wn@m @#hm
mwwn@w @ﬁﬂw ma&m,

m@wngg 9ﬂmﬂm, mwwn@m RF el
GDHVITELD QEFTLG DCCGT o4 oo

It must be noted here Bharathi was a very close
ally of P.T.Achae%ya and other extremists many of whom
were arrested in 1908. They had organised a secret but
violent organisation. When the Collector of Tirunelveli
Mr.Ash was murdered in 1911, it is worth-while to

entlon that P.T.Acharya was arrested as the first
accused The light of the socialist Brought of Bharafhl
continued to illuminate men like Thirw V. Ka;yanai
sundaranar, Singaravelu Chettiar, E.V.Ramaswamy,
Jdivanandam and Bharafhidasan.

It appears that it is necessary that the

% A list of books of Thiru V.Kalyanasundaram
available with the Tamil Nadu Archives lerary
may be seen in Appendix 2.
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writings of Bharathi, his poems and essays, the writings |
and poems of'his torch-bearers should be translated and
published in Russian, Hindi and English, for a better
understanding of the impact of the Russian Revblution

on the Indian Mind.

ARMENTANS .IN INDIA

There are few who are acquainted with the history-
of the Armenians in India26, their condition, their tra-
ditions and the sphere of their activities. Many are ig—'
norant of their past, and the influence they exerted for
good in those olden days of turmoil and unrest. It may
not be generally known that the Armenians have been
connected with India as traders, from remote antiquity.
They came to India by the overland route, through Persia,
Bactria (Afghanistan) and Tibet and were well established
in all the commercial centres long before the advent of
Eurovean traders into this country. It may be noted how-
ever'that the early Armenian traderé formed no permanent
settlemént or planted any colonies.in India. They were
merely birds of passage who came all the way from the
lanmd of Ararat of Biblical fame, to purchase the svices
and the fine muslins for which anciént India was famoﬁsL
It was Akbar, the Marcus Aurelius of India, who induced
them to come and settle in his domiﬁions instead of
being mere sojourners in the country. He was well awsre

gf the intelligence of the Armenians and their integrity
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in commercial matbers and wished to improve the trade of
the country through their agency.

It is recorded by Thomas Khojamall, the Armenian
"historian of Bengal, that during one qf his ipcognito
tours in Cashmere, Akbar met an Armenian merchant,
Hakobjan (Jacob) by name, who had his son, a handscne lad,
with him. Akbar.invited the Armenian merchant to come and
settle at Agra and at the same time to induce his country-
men in the Punjab and elsewhere in India to come and re-
gide at the imﬁeriai city where they would be given per-
mission, by their“ro&al pafron,‘to build a church-for the
worship of God in their own way, as Akbar knew that the
Armenians were a reiigious race of ancient Christians and
would not settlé in‘a'plice where they could not enjoy
the"free:ahd.unéisturbed<usé and exercise of .their own
religion. * )

Akbat's.invitétibn to the Armenians.had the desired
effect;, for a flourshing Armenian colony soon sprung up
at Agrs and in accordance‘%ith‘the express wish of the
Emperor, an.Armenian Church was erected there in 1562.
Akbar,‘who‘couldfapnreéiate true worth and reward real
merit, took a great liking to his.Armenian subjects whom
he:régarded as valuable- éséets. One of his queens,
Mariam Zamani Begum, was an Armenian. '
©L77 1 Armenians had settled down in different parts of”

India ' for trade. ' . .
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ARMENTANS IN MADRAS

The Armenians flourished at Madras27during the
gseventeenth and eighteenth centuries, when they had the
trade of the Carmatic in their hands, and carried on a
lucrative trade with Europe and the East. From a valu-
able Armenian manuscript, written at Mgsulipatam by one
Sarkieg Johanness in 1790, we find that the Armenians
settled permanently at Madras in the year 1666. The
English had settled there in 1640. These opulent mer-
‘chants were famous for their piety and true philanthropy,
ard for the grezt zeal they evinced in the advancement of
Armenian. classical literature in India. Their patriotism
is perhaps unparalleled. They appealed to Catherine II
of Russia to free Armenia from the galling yoke of the
Muhanmadans (Persians) and place it under her suzeranity.
.Two miliionaries‘volunteered to place their millions at
the di'sposal of the Russian Government for the purposes
of the projected war, but someb~w or other, the project
did not- mature.

‘. Phe first Armenian church at Madras was erected in
1712. It was ‘one of the few magnificient edifices in the
Esplanade but theé Armenians were obliged to desert it
after a time, as the British authorities would not per-
mit go high an edifice 0 stand in the immediate vici-~ .
nity of the Fort. The Latin church in the same neighbour-

hood was objected to for the same reason, and demolished.
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The present Armenian church, situated in Armenian Street,
was erected in 1772, and dediéated to the Holy Virgin
Mary, the site being the old Armenian burying-ground on
which, moreover a chapel stood, where they worshipned
while the present church was in course of erection. The
ground was the nroperty of the famous Agah Shameer. His
wife, Anna, had been buried there in 1765, and a room
built to her memory. This room, which is still known as
' Shameer's Room' was attached to the church that was
built seven years afterwérds.

Armenian journalism has during the past 143 years,
spread all over the civilized world and.today there are
over a hundred journals and magazines publighed in
Armenian at all the large cities and capitals of Burcpe,
Agia, Africa and America, where Armenians are found in
large numbers, but by an irony of fabte, India, that
éave birth to Armenian journalism does not possess a

single vaver today in the Armenian language.28

290f 1937 that the Armenians in

The prediction
India can be proudvof glorious past, but their future,
%n view of the momentous changes that were taking place
in thg K2l iodoscope of India, was not at all bright,
has come’true.

In former years., many Armenian lads, after leav-

ing school, with their limited education, but good

physique, were able to find employment on the Railways
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as ticket collectors, guafds, drivers and firemen, but
with the Indianization of the Railways that avenue was
practically closed for—them._Many used to obtain employ-
ment in the jute districts, but the jute trade in
BEastern Bengal, of which the Armenians were the ploneers,
had passed into the hands of the Scotch and the ubi-
quitous Marwaris. Vhat prospectué have the poorly edu-
cated young men in this country, with the keen throat
cutting coﬁnetition on one side and the increasing non-

employment on the other.
HINDCOS IN ARMENTA O

According to a paper read before the Ninth meeting
of the Indian Historical Records Commission held at
Lucknow in December 1976, Hindoos had settled down in

31

Armenia’’ and set up a temple of Lord Ganesa there. When
the temple was desecrated there was a war between the

" Indians and the Armenians.
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Appendix.3
HINDOOS IN ARMENT A%

150 Years Before Christ

-

An Unknown Chapter in the History'of Ancient India;

It may not be generally known that the Armenians
whose love of commerce has been proverbial, have, from
time immemorial, traded with India, whither they were
~allured from their distant homes 'in the snowclad moun-—
tains of Armenia, by the glamour of the lucrative trade
in spices, muslins and precious stones, which they
carried on successfully with Europe by the overland
route, through Afghasnistan, Persia, and Afmenia, via

Trebizond, Long before the advent of any Buropean

* A paper read by-the present writer (Mesroob
Jacob Seth) at the Ninth Meeting of the Indian Histori-
cal Records Commission held at Lucknow in December,
1926. It was published in the Proceedings of the
Commission in 1927, and in the "Bengal: Past and
Present" =-- the Journal of the Calcutta Historical
Society -- for January ~- March, 1927.

The Lecture, by reason of its great historical
value, was received with loud acclamations by the
large number of Hindoos in the audience, and Professor,
now Sir Jadunath Sarkar, M.A. who presided at the
Meeting, said that they knew that their remote
ancestors had crossed the seas and gone as far as
. Java, but they never knew that they had gone so far as
Armenia. He promised to bring the discovery to the
notice of the "Greater India Sdéciety", on his retum
to Calcutta. We hope he did.

We were afterwards informed by some members
of the Commission whom we met at the Rangoon Session,
in December 1927, that the Paper had been translated
and published in the vernacular pavers of Gujerat
and the Punjab for the informgtion of Hindoos in
those parts.
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traders, adventures and interlopers into the country.
And it may be safely mentioned that eveﬁ before the
Mohammedan invasion of In&ia in the 10th Century, the .
Armenians were found at all the principal commercial
centres and cavpitals of India engaged in the peaceful
pursuit of commerce.

I% would be interesting, however, from a historical
point of view, to trace in what period of the world's
history Armenians firét set foot on Indian soil.

We search in vain the faded pages of Sanskrit
writers and Mohammedan'chroniclers of ancient times for
any reference to this enternrishing, commercial people
ip India. They were hardly interested in politics, and
rarely took part in intrigues, their field of action
lay, rather, in the bazaars, the commercial marts, and
the emporiums of India, over which they exercised vast
influence, in the absence of any foreign commercial
elemenf, and thereby monopolised the greater portion
of the export trade; which they carried on for a
considerable period. ’

The writer ventures to assume, after much careful
study and antiquarian research, that they were acquaint-
ed with India from remote antiquity, perhaps even when
Semiramis, the wife of Ninus; and the warlike queen
of the once—powgrful Agsyrian monarchy, reigned supreme
in Bab&lon} Contemporary as a nation with the Assyrians,

it is not improbable that they accompanied Semiramis,
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as faithful allies, in her invasion of India which,
according to the account given by Ctesias and Diodorus
Siculus, was undertaken about the year éOOO B.C., when
one Stabrobates (Sthabarapati) held indisputable awey
over India of‘the Vedic times. Armenians, as allies or
otherwise, may have accompanied the Greek invasion of
India in %27 B.C., under Alexander the Qreat;‘for it
is a well-known historical fact that he passed through
Armenia, en route for India, #ia.Persia, where he de-
feated the famous Darius, the Persian King, who resid-~
~ed at Persopolis, the capital of unparalleled
aréﬁitectural fame at that period.

But it may be asked, what have the Armenian
Historians to say on the subject. Unfortuna tely the
énnals of ancient Armeria which were carefully preserv-
ed in the temples of pre-Christian Armenia and which
qould have thrown light on the subjéct were destroyéd
entirely, by St.Gregory, the apostle of Armenia, known
as the Illuminator, in the beginning of the 4th
Century of the Christian era when by virtue of a royal
edict granted to St.Gregory, by that zealous neophyte,
King Tiridates, Armenia embraced the Christian faith
&n masse, and the Armeniaﬁs thus became the first
A?hristian nation in the world.

The first anthentic record we have of the

comection of the Armenians with India is to be found
in the work of Zenob, one of the earliest clagsical

‘writers who flourished in Christian Armenia in the

’



beginning of the 4th Century. ' 1 31‘

Senob, or Senobias, who wags a Syrian and one of the
first -disciples of St.9regory the I1luminator the
Apostle of Armenia —--wrote, at the instance of his
master, a History of Taron (an important province in
Armenia) and in that work he refers to’the history of
a Hindoo colony that had existed in Armenia since the
middle of the second century before the commencement of
the Christian era till the beginning of the Hindoo
colony came to be planted on Armenian soil in the days
of remote antiquity. It appears from Senob's account
that two Hindoo Princes of far-famed Kanauj, named
Gissaneh and Demeter, had conspired against Dinakspall,
the King of Kanauj, and on the discovery of the plot,
which spelt death for the two princes, they had no
alternative but to seek refuge in flight, and to far-
off Armenia fhey fled, and there they not only found
an asylum, but were accorded a welcome be fitting
their orincely dignity by their royal vatron, King
Valarsaces (a brother of Arsaces the Great) and the
founder of the Arsacidae dynasty which ruled in
Armenia from 149 B.C. to 428 A.D.

This event occurred in 149 H.C. The Armenian King,
who was évidently Qleased with the Hindoo refugees,
allotted them the province of Taron where they built
#hemselVes a nice city which they called Veeshap, which
in,Armqpian means a Dragon, since they were of +the
Takshak ﬂouse, which, aé every student of Hindoo

3
/
/

’
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Mythology knows, signifies the Dragon. They then went
to the Armenién city of Ashtiéhaf, famous for its
temples of the national gods and goodesses of heathen .
Armenia and there they set up the gods which they had
worshipped in Imdia. They were not however destined to
.enjoy a long period of undisturbed peace and freedom
in the land of their adoption, for they were, 15 years
after their arrival in Armenia, put to death by the
king for which no reasohs or motives are\ assigned by
the native:historian, verhaps they had, as in India,
hatched a conspiracy against their royal patron or
abused his ﬁosnitality, hence the condign pﬁnishment
meted out to them by the Armenian King. After their
death, these two Hindoo princes, were deified by their
descendants, for they must have gone to Aymenia with
their famiiies and a large retinue, as future events
will prove. According to the Armenian historian, these
two princes left three sons whose names were Kuars,
Meghtes and Horean, and the Armenian King, bestowed on
tﬁem the government of the colony and the principality

\

of the province of Taron. T L7u7
Kuars built a small city and called it Kuar after

his own name. Meghtes similarly built a small city and .

named it Meghti after himself, whilst Horean built his

city in the province of Poloonean and called it Horeané.‘
Being new to the country, they were evidently

not satisfied with the first selection of sites for

their habitations, so after some time they resolved
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amongst themselves to flnd ‘fresh fields and pastures new,A
so they went to the mountaln called Kharkh and flndlng it
an ideal place by reasons of its beautlful and favourable
situation, they built themse1Ves/4th century, A. D. or a’
period of 450 years. And this is how a city where they
put up two gods, and named them Gisaneh and Demeter after .
their murdered fathers whom they had deified. These gods’
were made entirely of brass, the former, according to
Zenob, was twelve cubits high and‘the latter fifteen
cubits and the priests that were appointed for the service
of these gods were all Hindoos. Under the auspices of a
hea‘bhgn Government, in whose ey‘eé they had evidently
found great fevour, thezHindoo colony flourished for a
considerable\time in Armenia, but with the dawn of
Christianity in idolatrous Armenia in the year 301 4.D,
the tide of royal kindness began to ebb and eﬁb very
swiftly, for the Indian gods shared the fate of the
national gods and goddesses, whiph were destroyed by
that relentless iconoclast, St.Gregory the Illuminator
who‘had fhe famous temples of Gisaneh and Demeter‘razed
to the ground, the images brokén to vieces whilst the
Hin&oo priests who offeredlresiétancewwere murdered on
thergpot, as faithfully chronicled by Zenob who was an
eye-witness of the destruction of the Hindoo temples and
the:gods. On thé gite of these two temples, St.Gregory
had a ménastéry erected where he deposited the reliés
'of St.John, the Baptist and Athanagineh the martyr

which he-had brought with him from Ceaseria, and that
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.sacred edifice, which was erected in the year 301 A.D.,
exigts to this day and is known as St.Carapiet of Moosh
‘and has always been a great place of pilgrimage fgr
‘Armenians from all parts of the world. The Hindoo priests '
attached to the temples‘of‘Gisaneh‘énd Demeter, seeing
the destruction of their national gods and their temples,
with tears in their eyes entreated the victorious
Armenians, their erstwhile brother idolators, to put them
to death rather than destroy their mighty god Gisaneh,
and for the resistance tpat they offered to the victors,
’six of the Hindoo'prieSts were killed on the sgpot. On
the restoration of peace between the Armenians and the
Hindoosg, the Armenian prince of the house of Siunies
proceeded to the Hindoo village of Kuars and succeeded
in nersuading the inhabitants of that place to renounce
idolatry and embrace the Christian faith which had now
became the State religion. His effgrts were crowned
with success and they were dﬁly prepared for baptism,
and being conducted to the valley of Ayzasan they were
baptised there by St.Gregory. According to Zenob, who
as I have said, was a disciple of the Apostle of
Armenia, and an eye-witness of the events he narrates,
the Hindoos that were baptised on the first day of
Navasard, (the ancient Armenian New years day)numbered
5,050 and these wefe composed of men and children only,
as the females were, it appears excluded from_that
number and baptised on another day specially appointed

-~

for the occasion.
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Some of these converted Hindoos adhered tenaciously
to the Idolatrous practices of their forefathers, despite
the patérnal versuasions and the exhortations of
St.Gregory. They went even further and taunted the Arémanian
princes by telling'them that 1f they lived they would
retaliate for the harsh treatment they had received at
their hands, but if they died, the gods would wreak
their vengeénce on the. Armenians on their behslf. At this
the prince of the house of Angegh ordered them to be taken
immediately to the city. of Phaitakaran where they were
incarcerated and their heads shaved as.an insult and a
'sign of degradation. These prisoners numbered four hundred.
From the narrative of Zenob, the Syrian, it appears that
the_Hind;o dolony‘had, since their settlement in Armenian
in the year 150 B.é. to the day of that memorable battle
in the year 301 A.D. a period of 450 years, multiplied and
increased cqnsiderably and formed a distinct and: an iwpor-
tant colony of their own in the fertile province of Taron
where in the year 286 A.D. g Chipese colony had also
settled under Mamgoon, the founder of the house of Mami-
konian which gave a Vardan to Armenia who fought the
Sassanians when they wanted ‘to force the religion of
Zoroaster on Christian Armenia in the year 451 A.D. The
ﬂindoos, who upto the advent of Christianity in Armenia
had reméiped a distinet community became gradually merged
into the native Christian population, as no reference
is made to them by any of the Armenian historians who

came after Zenob, who, as has been stated before,
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flourished in the beginning of the 4th century.

Having given a brief out-line of the history of the
'Hindoo colony in Armenié, we shall now give some interest~
ing extracts from the narrative of/senob. It may be mention~
ed that Zenob who was a Syrian wrote his work originally in
Syriac, but it must bave been translated by him afterwards:
into Armenian, with Syriac characters of course, as there
were no Armenian characters then, for the present Armenian
alphabet was invented in the year 413 by_St.Mesrovb, who
in collboration with St.Sahak, translated the Holy Bible
into Armeniap from the original Syriac and Greek texts
and which by reason of\its faithful rendering and elegant
style has justly been pronounced by eminent Europeah
savants as the "Queen of all Versions" (Regina Versionum).

-The Armenian text of Senob's work in classical |
Armenian from which the following extracts are translated,
was printed first at Venice in 1832 by the learned
Mekhitharist Fathers, after a very careful collation with
five manuscript copies written at different periods and
in different ﬁlaceé. The first portion of the narrative
gives a descript&on of the Hindoo colony and it is follow-
ed by a_graphic account of the religioué wars that were
ﬁaged between the Hindoos and the early vpropagators of. the
Christian faith in idolatrous Armenia in the beginning
of the 4th Century. And this is how Zenob, the Syrian
describes the Hindoos whom be sees for the first time on
his arrival in Armenia, with St.Gregory, the Illuminator,

!

in the year 301 A.D,
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- "This people had a most éxtraordinary avpearance for
they were black, long~haifed and unpléésant to the sight,
as they were Hindoos by race. ‘

The o;igin of ﬁhe idols which were in this place, is
thig: Demeter and Gisanch were brothers and they were both
Indian princes. They had conspired against Dinaksi, theirf
. King, who being apprised, sent troops after them either
to put them to death or to banish them from the country.
Hgviné narrowly escaped, they fled to King Valarsances
who begtowed on them the principality of‘the district of
Taron where they built a city and called it Vegshan.

They afterwards went to the city of Ashtishat and
there set up idols in the names of those which they had
worshioped in India. After fifteen years the King put both
the brothers to death, I do not know why, and conferred
the principality on their three sons, Kuars, Meghtes and
Horeaﬁ. Kuar built the city of Kuars, Meghtes built a
village on the plain and called it Meghti, and Horean
built a village in the province of Paloonies and called
it Horeans.

After some time, Kuar, Meghtes and Horean, resolved
to go to the mountain called Kharkhi, and they found the
place to be salubrious and beautiful, for it was cool,
and abounded in game, grass and wood. -There they raised
edifices and set up two idols, one in the name of
Gisaneh and the other in the name of Demeter and appoint-

ed attendants far tﬁem from their own race.
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Glsaneh had long flowing hair and for that reason
its prlests allowed the hair of thelr head to grow, whlch
the King ordered to be cut. This people were not, however, -
perfect in thelr faith after thelr conversion into the
Christian faith\and as they could not pfofess fhe religion‘
of their pagan ancestors openly, they therefore practised
the deception of allowing their children to grow a ﬁlait
of hair on the'croﬁn of their heads, so that‘they may, by
seeing that, remember their idolatrous abominationg”
In the course of their journey through Armenia,
- Zenob gives the following account of the war that was waged
between the Hindoos and the Armeniané in the year 301 A.D,
"And having taken our departure from there (Thordan)
we intended to proceed to Karin and Harkh, but some of the
Armenian vrinces informed St.Gregory of the existence of
two temples in the province of Taron which still offered
sacrifices to the devils, whereupon he resol§ed to demolish
them. Having arrived invthe country of the Paloonies, in
the extensive village, called Gisanch, near the villége
town of Kuars, wé met there some of the hearthen priests,.
Having ascertained from the Hindoo prince of Hashtens that
the great images of Cigsaneh and Demeter were to be levell-
ed to the ground on .the following day, they (Hindoos) re-
' paired to the temples in the dead of the night and removed
the treasures and filled them into gub-terraneous houses.
They then sent intimation to the heathen priests
at Ashtishat urging them to collect warriors amd join

them early on the morrow as ‘the great Giseaneh was going

S
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to give battle %d the apostatefniinces (Armenians). In
like manne; they put up the,inhabitants of Kuars to lie
A.in‘ambﬁsh.in’the hedges of'fhe gardens and some were
sent to waylay Qhristiéns in'thp forests., The head
rleat WHGES némé‘was,Artzan (Arjun) and his son Demeter
took tﬁé command of the troops who were stationed at
Kuarg and numbered 400, and having ascended the hill that
was opposite Kuars, they halted there, éﬁaiting the
arrival of reinforcements from other places to their aid.
On the following day,'they descended to the gkirts of the
mountains to indulge in their usual habit of pillage.
St.Gregory accompanied by the prince of Artzroonies, the
prince of Andzevatzies and the prince of the house of
Angegh and with a small number of troops numbering about
three hundred ascended the moﬁntain in the third hour
of the day, where Artzan lay in ambush. They were going
carelessly as they never éuspected anything and as they
avproached the acclivity of the mountain, Artzan and
Demeter rusﬁed out of their ambuscade when the trumpets
of war were sounded and they were gttacked most furiously,
The vrinces having heard this, became restless and alarm-
ed, for their horses took fright from the sound of the
trumpets and began_to neigh and thus excite war, where~
upon the prince of the'house)of Angegh raised his voice
and cried, 'Prince of Siunies, step forward and see
per@ans these. are the troops of the prince of the
north,". He went, but could hot ascertain who they were.

On his return, the prince of the Siunies said "remove
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St. Gregory rand hlS comnanlons o a safe pLace 1esf they
may be captured by the enemy and we Trill- then be dis~-
; graced before #ﬁe King " . "Send a trusty person," he
added, "to recall our troops, for 1t is gozné to be a
great war and many are the flags whlch arn seen waving."

The prince of the house of Angegh then entrusted.
St.Gregory, into the hands of the prince of Mocks en~
Jo;nlng him., to takeﬁhlmdlmmsdlstelyrtq the, Castle of
Oghkan and await developments, and forthﬁithisent inti-
) matidh to the troops:rThé,prince df:the Mocks,:accompani-
.ed by St. Gregory descénded the declivity of, éhe hill
w1sh1ng to go to Kuars, but the, pedple of the place
began to bY¥ock- the way. Seelng that there was great
dangar in thé place, St.%regory hid the relics which he
h&d ‘with Yim-near ‘a-spring on the other side of the:
hill, opposité the village, marking the sbot -and God:
covered the‘réliés'énd nobody ‘could see them-'till the
return of St.Y regory 't¢° that. spot afterwards. Ve were,
however, -purduad’ by ‘the ‘men of the village,‘but beihg‘*“
mounted"on”our horses, ‘we' took refuge in the Castle
of Oghkan where- we'reathed before them g5 thée men of
the place’ came forward and"todk usvin. The villagers
(Hihddos):théﬁiWeﬁt‘tOLKuars and informed  the people
theére-about wsi:Hearing this’ they éame and began”to
bésiege' tHe castlé. Beingiséized with apprehensions we
immediately"deépatched . a messenger with a letter to the
ﬁrinde*df“thé“héuse of~Aﬁgégh”iﬁformihg‘ﬁim of ‘the |

State ‘of ' Affairs. He immédiately”éént four thousand -
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pioked{men-fgrnished with swords who crossed the

river and arrived on the following ,day. They laid
siege to the city‘éf Kuars %or three days and having
demélished the ?amparts, thé& feduced the ﬁlace to
ruins and the inhabitants were donducted %o Meghteé.
The Arﬁeni;n princes being informed of this, as-
cended thé hill and saw Artzan lying in ambush with
"éboﬁt“fdur hundred mien. The p?ave princes made an
attack immediately and vere pubbing him to £light
‘Awhén th% Armenian troops, hearing the din of the
bsttle, crowded immediately to the mountain where-
upon Artzan rallied and bégan to Hurl abuses on the‘
Armenian princes. "Come forward," he said, "C you
base apostates who have denied the gods of your
‘ancestors and are thHe enemies of the glorious
GiééﬁChJ Dof§0u‘ﬁot'kn6w that it is Gisaneh who is
waging ‘war against you today and wili betray you
into ‘Our hards and strike you with blindness and
&eath."uAti%hisi%ﬁe'priﬁce of the Ardzrunies rush-
ed forward and said "Oh you -braggart, if &ou are
fighting'for'your gods, you-are -false, and if it
ig-for 'your country, you}ére‘altogéther foolish
fo¥ behold the princé of the house of Angegh and -
the prince>of “thé house of Siunies and ‘the -other

noblés .whom you know but t60 well." To which,

S UYL

Demeter, the gon’of Aptzan réplied thus. "Listen
untousi'0 you Armenian princes, it is now forty

years "§ince ‘we areé engaged in-the service of the
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mighty gods énd we are aware of their ﬁbwers for they
fight - themselves with the enemies of their servants. Ve
are not, however, able to oppose youzin bétfle‘for this
is the house of ﬁhe king of Armenia and you are his
nobies, but let it be known to you all that although we
cannot possibly conquer you, yet it is better for us to
die a glorious death today in upholding the honour of
our gods rather than live and see théir temples pollut-
ed by you. Death is, therefore,:more welcome to us than
life. But you, who are the prince of the house of Angegh
come forward and let us figh% singly."

The prince of the house of Angegh and'Artzan having
come forward, they commenced going round each other, when
Artzan with -his spear inflicted hurriedly a'wound on his
opponent's thigh and well-nigh brought him to the ground.
But the prince of the nouse of Angegh having regained his
vosition, turned towards the antagonist ané addressed
Him thus. "Know you this C Artzan that this place will
be called Artzan (the Armenian word for a statue) for
~you are destined to be fixed here like a statue. And
having lifted his arm, he severed his neck together with‘
the left shoulder and leg from the body by a stroke of
the sword on the right shoulder. Artzan fell to the
ground rolling and they collected a heap over him and
he lied buried in the éame place and the amount is
to this day called “rtzan.

Immediately after the action the troops of the
priests arrived'from thé city of Veeshap together with

the people of Parukh and Meghti and they all crowded
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to'the field of battle. Others came from Astaghon alsd~

'and their numbpr was, as they themselves S%ld after~‘
wards, flva thousand four hundred and flfty. When they
arrlved at the summlt of the mountaln, there was a
commotion on both sides and  the heathentpriests madé
én.éttack,len masse, on the Armenian fr00p5<énd pﬁtting
them to flight, made them descend the mountain and fly
bosznds e villages. The villagers who were laying in
ambush, opposed_our troops ahd homming them on béth
sides begaﬁ‘télput them to the sword. But the prince
of the house of Angegh, having cut throuvgh the ranks
of the heathen (Hindoo) vriests, directed his course
towards the mountéin{-from the back, where gome men
were kept in reserve on the top who caused great havoc
by flinging stones at our horses. But. when Demeter
obgerved‘%he‘prince of "the housge of Anéegh ascending
the hill; he left the troops behind and Followed him,
'sémdid”thé gtherttroops who “were mounted ‘on horses.
Wheén they went'up the-hill, the battle was resum-
ed.LOut vrinces were waiting for further re~inforce- -
‘ments ‘since all the troovs ‘had not sgsembled there yet,
' agifour thousand wére 1eft in charge of the prisoners
'ét?Mééhtiaéﬁ&'%hrée‘thodéand:vrocee&eé to Bassean and
Harkh. The rest wére 5till in the field villaging and
marduding. And ‘when they were about “to -commerice the
battle and ”':excha"ﬁg’e“déci'sixfe‘xblows, night approached
and they encamned in the' place untill the following

mornlng. ‘At dawn;’ the remalnlng Armenian troops
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arrxved there and a relnforcement of about flve hundred

men from the 01ty of Tlrakatar came 0 the aqslstance

of the heagthen nrlests. The numbers on both sides were
thus increased.:The heathens numbered six thqusand nine .
hundred and forty six whilst the troops of the Armenian
Drlnces were in all five thousand and elghty.

" The +rumvets 'were sounded and both s1desiarranged
/%hemselveé in battle. 4% the commenqement the Armenians
proved Victoriou; over the heathens, but the prince of
Héshtené who was not in command of the Armenian troops
al%hough of the same (Hindoo) race as Demeter, deserted
-’and joined the heathen pfiests with seven hundred men
and commenced fightiﬁg the Armenian'princes. When the
Armenian troops saw him, they were dismayed and fell
to the ground for he was a brave man of extraordinary
prowess, of indomitable courage and'of vast experience
in warfare and military operations which made all ﬁhe
Armenian princes tremble before him. He commenced the
onslaight reléntlessly and all the troops cried out
and appealed to the prince of the Siunies for help
whereupon he called out to him (The prince of
Hashtens[ saying, "&ou whelp. of a wolf! You have
remembered the nature of'&our father and delight in
feasting on carrion," The rebel chief retorted by say-
ing tauntingly "You off spring of an eagle, you who
boast on the powers of your wings, but if you ever
fall into my trap, i shall then show you my

strength". The prince of the Siunies could not brook
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this taunt and rushing ‘on him furiously, struck him
on the helmet with his axe éﬁd ha&ing dislodged ﬁim~
from his troops byvdriving him %o some distance,
pursued him to the mountain eastwards. Having
chased him to the place known'as tﬁe Innaknian, (nine
épringé) he threw him‘down by a violent shove from
his horse and having alighted, he severed his head
from the body and dropped it down the mountain
saying, "now let the vulture see ydu and know that
the eagle has killed the hare". The prince of the
Siunies returned to the army immediately after.
this and the place where the rebel prince of
Hashtens fell, is to this day called the "Bagles'.

The prince of the Ardzroonies then atfacked
the head vriest of Ashtishat whose name was Metakes
whom he pursued to the suﬁmit of the mountain which
commanded a view of the ba%tle. When he reached
there, metakes made a violent resigtance and struck
him on the thigh. The Armenian prince, burning
with rage, struck him immediately with,his
scimitar on the neck which severed from the body.
He then threw down the headless body and the
place whert the deed was committed was called
MetsakoghT

The Priﬁce of Arjootz (Hindoo) seeing this, took
refuge in flight and concealed himself in the same
place which the prince of Ardzoonies pretended

not to have observed. He fhen approached the fugitive
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and attacked him suddenly 5ut he fled into the forest
where a sharp piece of wpod“from the branch of é troo
passed through his heart and liver and he died on the
spot. The victor returned with the two horses and the
place’ was called;the vale of Arjootz.

After his return, he found that Demotor and the
prince of the house of Angegh were wréstling with each
other. Having made a rush he cut off the right shoulder
of the former and threw him down. He then severed the
head and throwing it into his knapsack, went awsy. The
Armenians having attacked the heathen army furiously,
.put ohe thousand and thirty eight of them to thesword
and the rest were stripped of all they possessed. In
" this battle Pemotor killed the son of the prince of
Mooks which caused greaévsorrow amongst the Armenian
princes. When Demotor fell in the battle, the prince of
the Siunies sounded the trumpet of peace and both sides
stopped slaughtering each other. The surviving heathen
priests seeing this, solicited the Armenian’ princes to
give them permission to bury their dead which was
readily granted. The killed on both sides were then
collected and buried in pits dug for the purpose.
Monumeﬁts were then raised over their graves hearing the
following inscription, in Syrian, Hellenic and |

Ismaelitish characters.
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THE FIRST BATTLE WHICH WAS FOUGHT VERY FIERCHLY.
ARTZAN (ARJUN) THE HEAD PRIEST, THE CHIEF COMMANDER
OF THE BATTLE LIES INTERRED HERE, AND WITH HIM ONE
THOUSAND AND THIRTY-EIGHT MEN.

WE WAGED THIS WAR ON ACCOUNT OF THE IDCL GISANEH

AND ON BEHALF OF CHRIST.

Note: Some‘of‘the important Hindoo names,
as mentioned by Zenob in the course of
his narrative, may be identified as
follows:~- '

Gisaneh may have been the corrupt form of
Krishna, and Demeter the Heilenised form of Juggernath
or Ganesh, which aceording to Hindoo mythology, are
the lords of earth and creation. Similarly, kuars may
be identified with Koilash, Meghtes with Mukti,

. Horean with Horendra and Artzan with 4rjun, all of
which are genuine Hindoo names of Ancient India.

H R HKR
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1

Dharmapattanam is a key strategic Island, situated about
two miles North of Tellicherry Fort on the Malabar Coast.
During the Bighteenth Century it had occupied é pivotal place
in the military transactions of the European Powers. It con~-
gisted of the forts like Dharmapattanam, Mellour, Andalore
and Pallyat.1 This Isiand was noted for the cultivationkof
pepper. The Chirakkal family ruled over this Island for a
long time. Following the establishment .of an English EBast
India Company's Factor& at Tellicherry in 1708, they wanted
to secure this Island. In order to obtain it, the English
maintained cordial relations with the Chirakkal family. It
.was\given to the English as Grént by Cdeavarman, the regent
of the Chirakkal king on 25 May 17342. But the English had
to pay tax to the Chifakkal king for the good imported and
exported. The English wanted to enjoy the, right of free
trade in the Island and they prepared to annex it.

In 1761 Haidar Ali became the Sultan of Mysore. He
wanted %0 conguer and consolidate his power over entire
South India. By the end of 1766, Haidar Ali established the
Supremac& of Mysore on the Malabar Coast, except the vplaces
in possession of the English Company.3 The English had be-
come conscious of the objective of Haidar Ali and realised

that if he was allowed to capture the Island, it would be a
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sﬁock to the very foundation of their Factory at Telli-~
cherry. So they decided to annex it as ‘early as possible. .
" When Haidar Ali along with the Nizam of Hyderabad attacked :
the Carnatic in August 1767, the Engliéh at Bombay and ‘
Tellicherry (in support of the Carnatic) prepafed to sfért .
military operations against Mysore.4 Tey captured Manga- “
lore from Mysore on i1st March 1768° amd Hanover on 19th.6
Meanwhile, on 3fd March they sent an expedition to occupy
the Dhérmapattanamvlsland.7 Théy dia not succeed. However, -
the English completed the capture of the Island on 20 July'-
1780.8 o | |

On 7th December 1782, Haidar Ali died and his gon
Pipu Sultan became the ruler of Mysore. Like his father;
Tipu Sultan wished to keep the Malabar Coast as the
Western frontief of the Mysore kingdom. According to the
Mangalore Treaty of 11th March 1784 which was signed
between Tipu Sultan and the Madras Council for terminat-
ing the Mysore - Carnatic VWar (1780-1784),_thé Malabar
Coast except the English possessions becamé}the ally of
Mysore.9 Chirakkal was a small province which was ruled
by the Rajah Ravi Varma. Tipu Sultan wanted to extend |
support to Ravi Varma to regain his famil& proverties
viz. the province of Rhandaterra and Dharmapitgnam Island
froﬁ the English. The Rajah éssisted by Tipu Suitan,
captured Rhandaterra province‘in Dedember 1786, which had
been mortagaged to the Factory at Tellicherry in 1760, 10

However, the question over Rhendeterra Province was not
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settled till 1788. Tipu Sultan wrote to William Lewis,
the Chief at Tellicherry, "Darmavattanam and other
“placés belonging<to Revi Varma Raja of Chirakka you ha#eQ)
taken by force".11 50 he demanded the immediate retum
of Dharmapattanam Island to the Rajah énd\settlement of
all accountg. The English refused to take any step for
giving back the Island. On 7 June 1788, the forces of
Revi Varma supported by Tipu Sultan occupied the
Island.12 Later Revi Varma stationed thousands of his
Soldiers for its protection. This Military action was a
true violatioﬁ of the provisions of the Mangalore Treaty
of 1784. According to tﬂgs treaty, Tipu Sultan and the
English agreed that theﬁ would not attack any place
from the contracting parties. However, Revi Varma assist-
ed by Tipu Sultan conquered it from the English.

On 8 June William Lewis requested Tipu Sultan to
direct Revi Varma to surrender the conquered Island to
the C‘ompany.13 The Chief also pleaded to Revi Vérma to
return the seme.'? Tipu Sultan and Revi Varma were not
ﬁiliing to gi&é back the place to the Company. Tipu
Sultan argued that 'the Island of Darmapatianam was
mortagaged for Debt'.'”? So he suggested Willism Lewis
to settle all accounts with Revi Varma in an amicable
manner. Tipu‘sﬁlﬁan was evading to give any direct and
relevent answer to'William Lewis. In his letter, which
’was received by the Chief on 7 June 1788, Tipu had

written that Dharmapattanam and other places, which
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belonged to Revi Varma;—were cavtured By the English;ﬁ6
The argument of Tipu Sultan was meaningless. Dharma-
pattanam was nét given as mortagage, but it was deliver—
ed as Grant. Revi Varma did not reply to the Chief. The
reason was that prior to receiving a letfer from the
Fhief, Revi Varms had a friendly discussion with Tipu
Sultan at Palghat on 7 June17 in which Tiﬁu\Sultan
advised him not to reb}y to the appeal of the English
regarding the surrender of the Island.

Tipu~Sultan wanted- to keep the Island under his
subordina te's admiﬁistfation permanently. He thought
that the destruction of the English power at Tellicherry
" would alone help him to fulfil this objective. When he
met Revi Varma at Coimhatore on 17 June, Tipu Sultan
informed his willingness to the Rajah. He asked him to
return to his vrovince immediately and make military
prevarations for the cogquest of Tellicherry. Before
éohieving anything Revi Varma was suddenly affected

N

by fever and stomach pain and died at Palghat on

18

19 June 1788. Rama Varma, the younger brother of

‘Revi Varma became the Rajah of the Chirakkal Province.
The death of Revi Vearma created suspicion in the
mind of William Lewis.. He thought "Tippoo would take Rama
Varma's country into hié own hands and keep in possess-
jon the Island 6f\DarmaDat+anam".19 The Governor-in-
Council at Madras aiso harboured the same suspicion.

Archibald Campbell, the Governor of Madras remonstrated

,with Tinu Sultan for his subordinate's unwarrantable
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invasion of the Island. The Governor asked Tipu Sultan
to direct Rema Varma to restore it to the Bnglish.2"
Tivpa Sultan was reluctant to persuade Rama Varma 1o

give up the Island to the Company. But Tipu Sultan pre- -
pared to keep Dharmapattanam Island under his subordi-
nate after settling all the accounts between the
Chirakkal family and the Company. In August 1788, Tipu
Sultan proposed the English to appoint a Commission for
a discussion with the representatives of Nysore and the

21

Chirskkal Rajah. He also acquianted Barl Cornwallis

of the Governor General, these develoﬁneﬁfs.22

. Instead of pfoviding for a aﬁicable settlement of
the disputes as per the wishes of Tipu Sultan, the
Enclish decided to annex the Island by force. Lord
Cornwallis directed Archibald Campbell to tell William
Lewis not to enter into any nagotiation with Rama Varma
and Tipu Sultan.> The English at Bombay sent the 71st
Regiment for the suvpvort of.the Factory.24 Degides, the
Chief at Tellicherry received military supvort from
Madras also. In order to strengthen the defence, the
English repaired the walls of the Tellicherry Fort.
Thus the English made all prevarations to~canturepit.
The situation of Rama Varma was very critical. He waes
not given prover military assistance by Tipu Sultan, as

the latter engaged himself to quell the disturbances
in South Malabar.2?
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On 23 December 1788, Willism Lewis sent an ultimatum}\
to Rama Varma. This ultimatum revealed that Rama Varma
should restoge the Island within ten days intact. It also
informed that in case of his failure in surrendering the
Islapd, the Company would take it by forée.26 Rama Varma
turned a deaf ear to the ultimatum of William Yewis.

Cn 2 january 1789, William Lewis despatched one Balla-
lion of Sepoys with an Artillery and two Field pieces
to capture the Island.27 Cn 3 Jgnwary the Comvany's

28

forces annexed the Island. Thereafter the Chief asked

Rama Varma to depute one of his Ministers to settle all
accounts between the Chirakkal familﬁ and the Company.29

In resﬁonse to the provosal of William Lewis, Rama
Varma sent Mustan Pattari and Edavem Canden, his two
ministers to settle the accounts over the vrovince of
Bhandaterrs and Dharmavsttanam Island. On the way to
Tellicherry the Ministers of Rama Varma were ill-~
treated’as nrisongrs and they reached there on 7 January
1789.30 Cn account of the humiliating treatment receiv-
ed from the English Officers, the Rajah's represen-
’tativés were unwilling to discuss the matter with the
English and left without making sny settlement.

Tipu Sultan was very anxious to annex the Island
with the Chirskkal province. In March 1789, Tipu Sultan
sent Mohammed Seid Mirda, a Duxy at Calicut to Telli-

cherry in order to convince William Lewis to withdraw
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the Company's forces aﬁd‘%o rqstore f£e Island to the
Rajah of Chirakkal. During the conversation between
Mohammed Seid Mirda and William Lewis on 11 March 1789,
the latter revlied that he had neither the power to with-
draw the troops nor to deliver up ‘the Island. Therefore
William Lewis advised Mohammed Seid to inform Tipu Sultan
to request the Governor G?neral for surrenderiné the
Island to the Rajah.31

When Bama Varma realised that the Comwany would
not return the Island, he prepared to keep cordial re~
lations with the PFnglish at Tellicherry. Tipu Sultan
suspected about the growing friendshiv between’the
Chirakkal family and the English and he‘thought that the
Rajah would permit them to retain the Island. So he want-
ed to bring the Island under his direct control. He
arranged a meeting with Rama Varma at Palassi.32 During
his discussion with the Rajah Tipu Sultaﬁ asked him to
transfer fhe legal right over the Island from the
Chirakkal family to him and to extemd his military support
to capture it from the English. In order to please the
Rajah, Tipu Sultan treated him in a kind manner and gave
ﬁim costly oresents.> Rama Varma, knowing the seorécy of
Tipu Bultan that he would keep the Island after taking it
from the English, refused to accept his proposals. As a
result of this disagreement of Rama.Varma Tipu Sultan

chastised him: It created fear in the minds of the family
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members and relatives of Rama Varma about the question

-

of their survival, and‘they—decided to leave for a place
of safety. On 23 March, the family members and well
wishers of Rama Varma came to Dharmapattanam Island.34
Though at first William Lewis refused to accomodate them,
but after receiving tén lakhs of rupees he granted
protection.35 Subsequently, the English Chief sent them
to Travancore for\their safety.36 The granting of asylum
to the subordinates of Tipu Sultan was contradictory to
the provisions of the Treaty of Mangalore. As per this
settlement, it was also agreed that the Englisﬁ and Tipu
Sultan should not give protection to the discontented
subject of the contracting narties. However, the Bnglish
at Tellicherry gave protection to the Chirakkal vpeovnle.

In April, Rama Varma prepared to leave Malabar and
settle at Travancore where his relatives had already
gone. When Tipu Sultan was informed of the intention of
Rama Varma, the former sent his brigades to capnture the
Rajah. The forces of Tipu killed Rama Varma when he was
making an atteﬁpt to escape.37 Tipu Sultan treated the
dead‘body with greatest indignities by dragging it with
elevhants around his camp and afterwards hanging up on
a tree afterwards. o

?he-beginning of the differences of opinions
between Tipu Sultan and Rama Varma was a turning noint
in the history of Dharmapattanam Island. Tipu Sultan

decided to brihg it under his direct control. In May, the
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Mysoré forces erected batteries on Mglléuf'Plain néaf,
Dharmanatténém fort. He also stationed the troops‘in
Mauolinguti.>? But the Pnglish along with the Native
Nairs attacked the Mysore forces at Mauplinguti.4o
Subsequently, the armies of Tinu were driveﬁ out from
Mellour. Thus Tlpu Sultan failed to capture the Islard
and the Engllsh retalned it. )

The dlspute over the Island of Dharmavattanam ‘had
originated when the Chirakkal Rajahs and the English,
in which Tinu Sultan divlomatically supporfed the
former. Subsecuently, it continued between the Sultan
of Mysore and the Company. Rajah Revi Varma humbly
obeyed the advice of Tlnu Sultan and defended the Island.
Rama Varma followed the foot-steps of his brother in
the beginning of his administration. Tut, und erstanding
the intention of Tipu Sultan, BRama Vsrma opvosed his
volitical interest. Regarding the renewal of the friend-
‘shiv between the Chirak&al family ani the English, in
the Tellicherry Factory Diaries it is written, "the
Time has elapsed since the death of the late Prince of
Chlrakka, and the veaceable conduct, the reigning Drlnce‘
g - h;therto observed towards us" (the BEnglish at Telli-
cherry).41 If Rama Varma had’joined Tipu Sultan and
opposed the policy of the English, they would have ré-
captured the Island from the Company, and the growing
ermity of Tipu Sultan towards the cmmkkal family

‘would haVe been averted. This dlsnute further worsened
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Tipu's antoganism with the English for their refusal
to give back the Island and with the Travancore Rajah
for his granting vrotection to his discontented

gubordina tes.

PANTHEON ~ What is it ?

Pantheon known also as the public rooms or Assembly
Room, had for many years been the centre of the social
life of the RBuronean settlement in the Madras City. This
was a place for Public entertainments, for balls, bhan-
quets etc., in those days of the company.

The vantheon wes originally = big landed estate
consisting of 43 acres from Casa Major Road to the Police
Commissioner's Road. In 1778, Governor Thomas Rumbold
granted these lands to Hzll Plumer, Civil servant and
contractor for vublic works. The site bounded on the
North East and North west by paddy fields and on the
South west and South east by roads called Gasa Major Road
and the Hall's Road. in Egmore Hall plumer built a house
(Pantheon) and a garden on the grounds. In 1793 Hall
Plumer assigned the property to a set of gentleman who
formed a committee for regulating the Public entertainings
in the City. In 1821 the gentleman who fommed the committee
disposed the property to Mr.E.S.Moorat, a well known
Armenian merchant.. Several vlots of the original ground
were sold and the property thus purchased by Mr.E.S.Mooret
wag bounded on the Bast by Pantheon Road, on the West by
Hall's Road and on the north and south by plot of garden
houses. This property was finally purchased by Government
for Rs,.28,000. The property was first allotted to
Collector's Cutchery. In 1854 this building and the ground
were allotted to Government Museum.*

T.VENKATACHALAM.

* The Madras Terecentenary Commemoration Volume 1939
pp 1135 & 141.

~
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DC _YCU KNOWN ?

"Grassmere" is the name of the site in which
the Tamil Nadu Archives stands. )

The earliest name of Tamil Nadu Archives was
Central Government Record Room it was also known
as "Central Record COffice”, "Madras Record Cffice"
and "Madras State Archives". Thiru C.M.Schmid t,
who was Registrar of the Chief Secretariat, was
in-charge of the old records in the Fort St.
George also. Then he became the Inspector General

.0f Registration and was put in~charge of the newly

formed Record COffice. The first incumbent of the
post of "Curator" Madras Record Office was

Thiru Henry Dodwell, I.E.S., He held this post
from 1911 to 1922.

By 1909 the Administrative Block and six
Record Blocks of the Tamil Nadu Aychives were
constructed at a cost of Rs,3,49,249.

The earliest researches into the old records -
were carried out by Talboys Wheeler, Pingle ard
Dodwell, Galetti and J,J.Cotton, Govermment
Servants, at the instance of Government.

M.GOP AL AKRI SHNAN



The Chief wrote the following Letters %o the Nawad and

Prince of Chericks.

, Appendix - 1

Country

power

ﬁigﬁgo Letter to Nawab Pippoo Sultan; 8 June 1788.
Sultan

TLetter to

s

I have/been favoured with your Highness's
TLetter and understand the contents thereof. I can-
not avoid expressing my surprize that Revyverma Rajah
of Chirricks, should reprééented to you that the
Bnglish had taken Darmapvatam and other places by
Force from him. When it is well known to all the
world that the Company never took anything from him
by Force, »ut that so long agc as the years 1735 that
Darmapatam and other places, the Company vossess
wefe made over to them by regular grants from Cdea-
varman. It is therefore more astonishing that the
Prince with your Highness's authority which is
directly/contrary to the {1st article of the Treaty
of peace entered into with your Highness in March
1784 shoull take by Force the Island of Durmapatam
which he yvesterday did without any reference being
made either to the Govt. of Dengal, Madrss or
Bombay aé it ig not however in my vower to act with-

out orders from my superiors, I immediately sent
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advicés to all -those places of everything that héd been
done. I make no doubt in receipt ?f this, on account of
the friendship that should subsist and continue between
your Highness and the Hon'ble Company that you wiil send
positive orders to your Tributary‘the Prince’of‘Cherricks
to withdraw in a peaceful manner the Force with which he
now has‘taken possession of the Island of Dharmavatam and
that you will »wrevent his so infringing in future on the

Treaty of Peace entered into by your Highness.

é
|

~

DC _YOU KNCW ?

5 It was not till the year 1930 that the
Universities began to realise the richness
of the historical material within their

reach.

M.GOPAL AKRI SHNAN.



Appendix - 2

Letter to fhe Prince of Cherricks; 8 June 1788.

af ter comnlimeﬁts.
I have received your letter acéoépanying one from
Tippoo Sultan, to whom I have sent an answer. I am
greatly surprised that you should send your armed people
to takeypossession of the Island of Durmapatam, such
conduct being contrary to the Treaty of Peace ‘entered into
between Tipvoo Sultan, whose subject you are, and the
Hon'ble Comvany in the month of March 1784 C.a. I have
represented the same to the Govis. of Bengal, ladras and
Bombay to whom I have also sent copies of Tippoo Sultan
and your letters whose orders. I shall wait, and in the
meantime exnect(you will order your pmeople to evacuate tﬁe
nlaces they have taken andgi do hereby protest against you
for all losses the Hon'ble Company have already sustained
or may hereafter sustain by your so breaking the Treaty
of peace, which however not withstanding what you have
done, I shall still endeavour to nreserve inviolate on

my part.



THE KEY WAS MISPLACED.

By: N.VYTHILINGAM
Research Scholar.

It was a time of great turmoillin the history of
Tamil Nadu when the country was reeling under the raids
of Haider Ali. The English who opposed Haider were not
faring well. Though Halder was defeated by Sir Zyre Coote
at Porto Novo,_Colonel Braith Waite was defeated near
Kumbakonam. Haider died in December 1782, and his son
Pipou continued the conflict with the English. The French
who opposed the English sided with Tippu and sent a
fleet under the command of Admiral Suffern to aid Tippu.
British despatched a fleet under Sir Edward Hughee to
counter the French. The French fleet with Admiral \
Suffren on board "Heros" and General De Bussj on bhoard
"Fendant", accomvanied by nine other men of war and
fourteen transports containing troops reached Cuddalore
on 15 March 1783, then under French occupation.

At FPort St.George, there was excitement. They were
. aware of the presence of thé French fleet in the Bay ard
_Jthey were also expecting the arrival of the British
fleet under Sir Edward Hughes. Cn 24 March frigate
'Medea' sailed from Madras for a look out cruise. On 25
March a strange sail was observed approaching from the
South. It was first thought to be one of the merchant-
ships from Burope or one of Admiral Hughee squadron.

The ship did not show any flag until within a quarter
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- of a mile from the -shore when she h01sted the French
colours and commenced firing on the Shlnnlng clustered
in front of Fort St.George. In those days there was nok
éheltered<harbouf at Madras and tﬁereea was ver& close,
to the walls of the Fort. %hips used to be anchored at
some distance from the shore and unload the qugo into
country boats so when the French shiv» started firing,
.the ships unloading cargo ran towards the shore pre-
ferring to run around‘than to fall into enemy's hands.
During all this commotion the guns on the remparts of
Fort St.George remained silent and not a shot was fired
in reply. The French(ship was~recognieed as an English
frigate 'Coventry' capture by Admiral Suffren earlier.
T™e shiv remained inwfront of fhe fort defiantly for
half an hour and then'leisurely moved away. After she
had gone a distance of two miles the guns of Fort St.
George began firing. Cn enquiry it was revealed that the
keys of the store room in which ammunition was kept had
been misplaced amd could not be opened1for more than

an hour ! '

M. WE m Gm o SR am W wm e m ww Gy W e G wm em Sw wm em s TP e Tl e

1. Memoirs of William Hickey,
1782 -~ 1790, Vol.III, p.101



CEYLCN AS AN APPENDAGE TO THE MADRAS PRESIDENC Y

/

By: S.SINGARAJAN
Deputy Commissioner of Archives
(Technical) (Retired)

THE CONQUEST CF CEYLON BY THE ENGLISH

\

The records of Tamil Nadu Archives are rich and
varied. Some of which are very valuable guides and in-
dexes to the voluminous records. As an example, Wheelers
Guide1 refers to a very significant event of 1795,,ﬁhen
the English took over Ceylon from the Dutch and for a
short period was an gpﬁendage to the Madras Presidency.
The circumstances that led to this event is described

.
vividly by T.E.3laze in his Hisbory of Ceylon.?

From 1664 onwards the English were considering
whether it would not be én aavantage to them to take
Ceylon for themselvesB. They had éuite enough to do in
India, where, by 1763 they had conquered a large part
of the country including Bengal, Bombay and Madras.
They had also broken the power of the French in India
and had established themselves there as the principal
Buropean power in the country. The Dutch were still
their greatest rivals in the trade with the East. It was
thought,advisable to take Ceylon because it was so
éituatgd\in the Indian Ocean that ite possession would
. be most useful in time of war. In 1763, the Governor
of Madras senf one Mr.Pybus as an emvoy of the Bast India

Company offering help to Kirti Sri, King of Ceylon in his
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)
war against the Dutch. Kirti Sri was much pleased'and
readily consented to a treaty of alliance; with all that
the mater stopved i.e. since the English took no further
steps in the matter. In 1782 England and Holland were
at war. A British force sent by the Govarnor of Madras
captured Trincomalee from the Dutch on January 11th.
But in the same year the French Admiral Surrfein sur-
prised the gorrison and seized the FPort in August 1782.
Trincomalee remained in the possession of the French
till the begimning of the following year when it wos
restored to the Dutch and the English left Ceylon un-
touched till 1795, .

Again whgn the war broke out between England and
Hollandé, the English had an opportunity of conquering
Ceylon and the Governor of Madras lost no time in the
attempt. So on the 1st of August, 1797, an English\
force arrived at Trincomalee, and beseized the garrison
which lasted three weeks. This was the only occasion
when any real resistance was offered to the English by
the Dutch in Ceylon since they hardly receiﬁéd any
support from Holland.‘However it is not quite clear
what the intentions of Holland were with regard to the
Bnglish occupation of Ceylon; some think that Ceylon
‘might have been secretly given away to England by the
ruler of Holland.

Jaffna surrendered to the English in 1796 at
Colomgo surrendered without a blow being struck in

its defence.
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In 1796, when the Dritish became the masters of .
the Dutch possession in Ceylon a difficulty arose abbut
the future Government of these ﬁossessions. As has been
" stated earlier they had been ceded” by the Dutch to the
Enclish East‘Inaia Compény. The FEnglish Compaﬁy had - now
brought a ﬁery large part of India under its rule and
Wished to have Ceylon also; The English Govemment in
:1ondon nreferred that Ceylon should be go&erned directly
by the King of England (George III). But as there was
the possibility that when the war between Fngland and
Holland was brought to an end Ceylon might be restored
to the Dutch, the East India Comnany was allowed for the
time +to manage the affairs of the islaﬂd. So it ﬁapnengd
vthat Ceylon became part of the territory ruled by the
‘Governo; of Madras.
The peace of Amiiens in 1802 brought to an end
the war between Englaﬁd and France also vaved the way
for an agreement that Ceylon should be a bDritish

possegsion.

2. Mr.ANDREWS,MEMBER CF THE CIVIL SERVICE IN CEYLON

An alliance between the British and the Kandyana
by which the revenues accrued, in the districts held by
tﬁe English were to go to the English. In pursuance of this
Mr.Andrews,7 a member of the Madras Civil Service, was
. appointed %o superintend the collection of revenue in
the districts held by the Snglish. Mr.Andrews thought-

. lessly made an entire change in the taxe-
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and the methods ofdéolleétion. He understqod only ﬁhé
system of taxation in bogue in Madras, and so directed
that system should be followed in Ceylon as well. At
the same time he brought with him a large number of Tamil
'subordinate officials who took the place of the Sinhalese
Mudalivars and headmen. The Tamil officials-Dubashes,
as they were called-took advantage of the opportunity
to plunder and oppress the people. Naturally, there was
much discontent which led to an insurrection in 1797. The
rising was suppressed with some difficulty, and Colonel
de Meuron was sent by the Governor of Madras to ascertain
why the veople had revelted and’ what measures should be
taken to bring about a copduéive clemate in his region.
De Méuron reported that the changes so violently and
abruptly made by Mr.Andrews were unwise, and that the
0ld system should, for the present at least be resumed.
When Mr.Pitt, the great Prime Minister of George III,
heard of these things, he at. once decided to take
Ceylon from the East India Company and govern it
directly from Ensland. So on 12 October 1798, Ceylon- was
declared to be a Crown Colony and the Honourable
Frederick Nortﬁ?(afterwards Barl of Guildford) was
apoointed first Governor of Ceylon by way of the orders
igsued in the deSpatch1ofrom England in 1797-1798. The
Government of Ceylon became altorether separate from
that of India. Mr.North resumed the old system of tax-
ation, and dismissed most Qf the Ma@ras Civilians whpse

extor tiems and inefficiency were ruining the Colony.



3. CEYLON UNDER THE CROWN
KR

His majesty having been pleased to appoint
the Honourable Frederic North to be Governor of
the British Possessions on the Island of Ceylon,
we enclose the following papers for your infor-

.  mation and guidance, and that you may clearly
understand upon what system the affairs of that
Island are for the present to be administered
should the Revenues and resources of the Island
of Ceylon be inadequate to its expenditure
Mr.North has been instructed to apply principle
to the Governmeént of Bengal for such additional
2id as he may stand in need of and we direct
that a regular account be kept and from time to
time transmitted to us of such supplies of
Money, provisions, stores and as may "furn ished"
the Island by our several presidences.

But thé arrival of Mr.North in Ceylon was much
opprosed by the civil servants, Who had been 5reviously
appointed by the Madras Government. He however resumed
the o0ld system of taxation and dismissed of the Madras
civilians whose extortions and inefficiency were
‘ruining the country. In 1799, a Committee was formed
to ingquire into the frauds connected with the Pearl

11guide contains references

Fisheries in Colombo. The
to North's letters of comvlaints to the Company Govern-—

ment of Pearl fisheries.
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OUTDREAL CF THE FIRST WORLD WAR
AN ANXI®TY TO THE RULING
HOUSE OF GOGHIN

By: A.SATHIYARAJ,

Regearch Scholar,
University of Kerala,
Kariavattonm.

The first world war that broke out on July 28,
1914 with Austria's declaration of war on Serbia had
created immeésurable anxiety in the minds of the peqple.
Great Britain embarking upon the war, obliged by the
terms of the alliaﬁce, the Triple Entente, troubled her
people all over the world varticularly those in the
hostile nations. To the Royal House of Cochin as well
as.to the authorities it seemed to-be an unabettable
agony as the Elays Raja's sonVadakk Kuruppath Raman
Menop who had been on a holiday tour in Germany was de-
tained in Heidelburg. Their attempts to bring him to

England can be evidenced from the letters given below.

I. POLITICAL DEPARTMENT ~ 1914 - Urgent.

G‘oOoNO-Ar96’ dated 11'901914‘
From
Mr.J.VW.2here, I.C.8.,
Diwan of Cochin,
Trichur.

To
- Cotterell, BES., I.C.S.,
P.S. to H.EB.Governor.

Dated Trichur, 8th September 1914.
My dear Cotterell,
~The Flaya Raja's son Mr.Vadakk Luruppath Raman

Menon who is prosecuting his studies in-England was from

~



, ‘ ’ 74
the last month on a holiday tour in Germany. His Highhess
the Rajah has now receivealdefipite information that the-
boy has been deta;ﬁed in Heidelburg. I understand that
the British Government are making arrangements through
the American Embassy in Berlin to see to the Welfare
of. Indians who are stranded in Germany. His Highness
the Réja would be very grateful if His{Excellency would
be pleased to direct thaf enquiries might be made about
the Blays Raja's son, if posgible his-return to England
secured. I need hardly say that all expenses that may be
S£ecially incurred on this behalf will be met. I am
writing to you direct in order to save time and will of
courge bring the matter to the notice of the Madras-
Government through the prover channel. I enclose all
narticulars I am able to gather about Mr.Raman Menon

which may assist in the enquiries to be made.
Yours sincerely,
Bhore

Note: Mr.V.K.Menon is a student of Hertford
College, Oxford. His guardian in England
is Mr.S.M.Burrows, advisor for Indian
students, Indian Institute, Oxford. When he
was last heard of, he was staying in
Germeny at Heidelburg with a retired
Professor, Mr.Sharar (as this is a
translation from Malayalam its accuracy
cannot be vouched for{.



-
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From o
Sankaran Nair,

To
Butterworth

Dated 14th September,
, ) Veperi.

8

Bxcuse me the troubles I am giving you.

A son of the 2nd prince of Cochin, the man who

~will succeed the Maharaja, if he abdicates, was-in
Germany at the Commencement of the war. His father has
requested the Dewan to request you through the Resident:
t0 do the needful. His mother informed me that they have
&et had no revly and she is very anxious about this
mattef. They wired to Mr.Mallet, of Indian Students!
Advisory Committee in London. He has advised them

there is no reason to be anxious. But there ié\no
definite information. Could you give me any information
to be communicated to his mother. She seems very

much agitatea‘over the matter.

Yours sincerely,

(SANKARAN NAIR)

Cne, however, wonders how these rinples of
anxiety ended.



FAMINE - IN THE CARNATIC

By: G.XKALIYAMCORTHY,
Resegrch Scholar

The impact of Hyder Ali’'s invasion on the economy
of the Carnatic during the Second Anglo-Mysore War (1780-
1784) was disastrous. Hyder's policy of drawing all hié
supplies like grain and cattle from his enemy's territory
and effectively preventing him from getting them, by his
numerous cavalry, dried up the supply of rice, the stavle
food in the Carnatic. The movement of English army was fre-
quently retarded by scarcity of rice and draught cattle.'
Sir E&fe Coote, the Coﬁpany's commaﬁder rema.rked once”" a
day's rice more or less may decide the Ffate of the dritish
emoire in India" (Military consultations, Sir Byre Coote
to Macartney, 16 May 1782, Vol. 76 C.P. 1545).

The non~availability of rice affected even Nawab
Muhammad Ali himself. This is revealed by one of his letters
fo Governor Macartney wherein he observes, "You are not un~-
acquainted with the degraded and distressed situation of
myself, my family and servants residing in your town.

Since yesterday my peovle have been without rice and
smallest quantity cannot be nrocured in the bazaar, the&
thereforé are starving" (Military country correspondence,
8 August 1782 Vol.31, P.267) pg4g request for the supvly
of riég from the Company's stock was conceded which was

comnlied with.

S e v



PRESERVATION (FUMIGATION & LAMINATICN) CF RECCRDS IN

TAMIL NADU ARCHIVES.

By : M.GCPAL AKRTSHNAN,
Assistant Commissioner.

The Preservation practices in Tamil Nadu Archives are
noteworthy, since it has been carrying on experiments of
scientific record preservation ever since its formation-:

in 1909.

| FUMIGATION:

Fumigation is one of the methods by which preser-
vation of old records by freeing them from infestation
of Silver fish, fungi, bookworms etc.

The Vacuum Fumigation Plant for the treatment of
records, documents, books etc., congists of a rectangular
shaped Vacuum Chamber with a single door, a water cooled
reciprocating Vacuum ruwp fitted with an electrical
motor. and switch, a special vaporizer with a complete
piping system for evacuation, circulation and ventilation.

The Vacuum Fumigation plant is a welded steel
structure, anproximately 7' wide, 7' high and 16' long
(outer dimensions) with a working volume of 500 Cu.ft.
The voltilizer operates on 230 volts, 50 cycle electric
power. The Vacuum pump is driven by a 7/2 R.P.motor
which operates on 3 phase 50 cycle electric power.

The Vacuum Fumigation Chamber accommodates six
trolleys which move on rails mounted in the chamber
and in which the records etc.,‘to be fumiéated are

kept.
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After the Chamber is loaded, the main door is sealed
by means of hand wheels. Then thd vo;ati'li“zer is filled
with water and heated to 140bF, vélatilising temper-
ature. When this temperature is reached, the volatilizer
is ready for the gassing phase.'The’Etoxide 'C' gas ‘
cylirder, source of fumisgentise conﬁected to the system.
Then the Vacuum pump is switched on for evacuati;n of
the cﬁamﬁer. It takes approximately 18 to 23 minutes to
build up the final vacuum to appfoximately 28 inches of
mercury in +the Chamber. Then the fumigant (10 Kgs of
BEtoxide 'C' gas) is admitted into the chamber through
the volatilizer. After 3 hours the chamber is cleared
o6f the Btoxide gases by a vacuum pump. Finally the
chamber is treated with fresh air (air washing) which
- is "he completed procees of fumigaﬁior and‘the treated

records unloaded.

MAINTENANCE

The door gaékets of the Chamber have to be insnect-
" ed periodically to check for cuts, tears etc., to
ensure that air does not leak into the chamber. The
gaskéts should be replaced when they begin to flatten
out and lose their resiliency. The plug-valves shéuld
| be kept well lubricated. Thé volatilizer tank should be
draiﬁéd and inspected once in a year. Much care is
 necessary to ﬁaintain the proéer degree of cooling and

lubrication of the vacuum pump. Annual inspection of

the instrument panel connections should be made at both
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the origin and terminal of the tube as these connections
may loosen up due to vibrations and lead to leaks.
The Tamil Nadu Archives purchased the Vacuum Fumi-
gation Plant from John Mohr & Sons, Bngineers, Fabri-

cators, Contractors, Chicago, Illincis, U.S.A., and it

is in operation.

LAMINATION:

The purpose of laminating a deteriorated record is
to strengthen it so that it may withstand normal usage.
Prior to lamination, the records are deacidified in
order to eliminate or render inert the chemical com-
pounds in the records which have caused deterioration.
?hére are several procedureé for removing acidity but
the use of Calcium solutions seem to be the most
effective, since it not only neutralizes the acidity,
but also precipitates calcium carbonate in the fibres
which has a stabilizing effect on them (checks further
DhYSiCal\breakdown) and acts as a buffer if any acid

is absorbed.

In Temil Nadu Archives documents are de-acidified
before repair.

De~acidification Documents are cleaned before de-
acidification. When the shests are prepared for de-
acidification, the first sheet is placed on the left
hand side of a svecially constructed bfonze screw and,

the second sheet on the right side of the screen.
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Another screen is placed on the top of two sheets.
Similary other shéets are placed oOne on top of the another
to the heiéht of 2 inches. After then they are soaked ip
the solution of Calcium hydorxide for the required period
of time, removed from the solution and drained for about
two minutes. .

The solutions used to déacidify are calcium hydroxide
and calcium bicarbonate. Calcium hydroxide is obtained by
dissolving one pognd of calcium oxide (high grade) in one
gallon of water. The mixture is then stirred for about 10
minuteg and poured into a five gallon bottle containing
about three gallons of water and the sblution is allowed
to settle. When all calcium particles get settled at the
bottom of the bottle the clear solution is available.

Similarly when one pound calcium carboﬁate ig dig=-
volved in five gallons of water and C02 passed through
the solution, the resultant nroduct is calcium bicarbonate.
Tis solution is allowed to settle and the clear liquid
wvhich is O.{S% containing also Carbondioxide gas, is used:

Then the sheets which are soaked in the Calcium
bydroxide are again soaked in Calcium bicarbonate solu~
tion for 20 minutes. Then they are transferred to the
drying rack. Dried sheets then undergo lamination.

Lamination materials required for Lamination are
~Cellulose acetate, laminating film of 88/10,000 inch

thick, Tissue vaper, and Cement {(acetone).
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B The deacldifled records are sandw1ched flrst thus,
’ Cne plece of tigsue is lald on the work bench and on

’ton of it one piece of acetate fllm 1s nlaced Smoothed-
out with a bone folder, the record 1s ﬁhen plaCed on the "
centre of the acetate £ilm. Then with & bruSh a drop of
cement (acetone) is applled under the togléage of the
record and pressed flrmly w1th~f1nger to cause the docu-
ment to adhere to the film and tiséue. Next a piece of
acetate film is placed on top of the docuﬁent and on the
tgp of it a piece of tiésue is placed and once again, a
dfop of cement is placed between the two éieées of
acétate film. .

Permalife cover (80 1b) and Taflon cloth (6 mils)
are used in the process of laminatlon. The purpose of the
Permalife cover boards is to convey the record, acetate
film and tissue through the laminztor. The Teflon cloth
acts as a moulding  form for the termoplastic film. This
sandwiched éheet is fed into a laminator.

The laminator is first treated with the temverature
set to 350°F and sétting the even timer for 25 secouds.
Then the boards with Teflon are placed in the oven until
they hlt the rollers and then the oven is closed. After
25 seconds the oven will automatically opens and feeds
the semdwiched records between the two rollers which is

already set in ﬁotion. The records which come out of the

rollers are then collected and the cover board and‘the
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teflon pieces on both sides of the reéofd are peeled off

and the laminated -record separated.’

This Archives has installed a Barrow Rotary Drum
Type Taminator (Model 223%0 Platen size 22 by 30)
supplled by W.J.Barrow Restoration shcp Inc. Rlchmond
Vlrglnla, U.S.A. The dea01d1flc§t10n sandw;cblpg and
lamination are done by-six operators under the

guridance of a Foreman.



ARMENT AN SETTﬁEMENT IN MADRAS . -

" By: B.MARIA JOHN,
Research Fellow.

Ancient Armenia was a mountainous region in West
Asia. It was surrounded by tﬁe Caspian Sea on the East,
the Tatus Mountain . on the West, Georgia on the North
and the Kurdish range on the Southl Armenians descend-
ed from the Indo-Aryan Group.zyNoah was the Sixth des-
cendant of their cler. The& named themselves "Hai.

The term "Armenians" originated from the particular
group called "Armen". They have their own script of .
1anguage.4 Twenty four years before the Romans, Armenia
became the first Christien State in history. Tre Tllu-
minator St.Gregory introduced Christianity in'Armenian.
The Catholicos is the head of the Armenian Churchs.
Ancient civilizations have flourished in Armenia which
- occupied the most northerly area in the Middle Bast.
 Armenis is a Biblicsl land. It is believed that the
Garden of Eden was there. Buphrates and Tigris are the
ma jor rivers thét flow through Armenia. Mount Ararast is
in the heart of Armenian high lands where the Ark of Noah
rested after the £100d.2 It is known that the Armenians
belong to Indo Buropean family of Nations. Like the
Jews, trade is the life~blood of Armenians for which
reason the Armeniang first came to Indiaf7 Long before

the advent of the Britishers the Armenian merchants

werg.Settled in India. In Madras the Armenians had
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settled down in the Armenian Street, which was in the
beginning an Aimeniaﬁ burial}ground.8 In ?amii people still
call it "Araménikaré Theru." The  Street came to have its
name from the old Armenian‘cemetry near fhe Armenian Church
that was built later.® — ‘ ’
| In fact 1t was trade and commerce in the tronical
country that atfracted the Armenians to India.They were
also considered as the branch of the Armeﬁian Colony in
Persia.1o In India‘Armenians have been the vnioneers of the

foreign trade. They had a very close link and an extensive

trade with Venice, Amsterdam, the Ottoman Empire and
11

~

Russia. It is well known that the early comers fommed
gg‘permaneﬁt settlemeﬁts in the cbuntry. They were simoly
transcient Merchants. Ancient India was so famous for
spices, fine muslins, silks and vrecious stones, that they
came to India all the way from the land of Ararat and
Per31;2to buy these precious thlngs.

During the reign of the Great Mogul Emperor Akbar,
«Armenians were invited and encouraged to settle down and
form various colonies. He recognized the talents of the
Armenians in trade and commerce giving them freedom in-
cluding that of religion.13 The language of the courts
.of the Musiims was Persian. Their knowledge in Persian
language enabled Armenians to secure employment in the
Muglim Courts of India. Some of them attained eminence.14

In the 16th Century we find Armenians settled in Agra,

Delhi, Surat, Bombay, Calcutta, Dacca, Chinsurah,

‘
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Saidabad, Madras, etc. 2

The Armenians changed their residences depending

on commercial attractigns. So they left their cemetries
and churches as lendmarks of their mémofy. Most of these
churéhes are the first Christian edifices in these parts
of the coﬁntry. The Arménians were formidable comnefitors
to the Portughese in India. Iﬁ mény ways. the Portugheese
tried to supvress the Armenian trade by violence and
attacks upon their ships but they did not succeed. Ip the
meantime the Diplomatic English cooled the Armenians by -

16 They gave importance to the

way of pveaceful tactics.

Armeniang becaﬁse they were great favqurites of the

nighty moguls. Through the influence of Armenians the

English East India Compan&uderived gome privileges from

the mogul Court. Subsequently the English encouraged the

Arménian settlements to strengthen the English trade

which they did by way of signed a treaty it.'° The

Armenians promised the Bast India Company not to trade

wi#h the intefloners, namely the French, the Portughese

and the Dutch but only to trade with the Hon'ble Company.19

' The/Comnany gave all assistances to the Armenians. The

decadence of Armenian trade and influence in India

started with the coming of the Bngiish,20
In Madras there was a sizable Armenian settlement.

Thomas Caria is said to have been the first Armenian

- to arrive in Madras.. In 708 A.D. he landed on the Malabar

Coast. In the 16th century the first Armenian Settlement
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was formed in Madras.21 During thz 17th and 18£h
" centuries they were fiourishing in Madrasglln Madras*théy‘
were well equlnned in Carnatic trade as well as Commerce :
overspas.22 They became rich by deallng in textiles,
snloes ard precious stones. 25 Petrue Wosgken was a
mllllonalre who renresented the Madras Engllsh East
India Company Council among the Armen1ans.24>Petrus
Wosken was a good friend of the/Nawgb of "Arcot. He de—.
corated the main sfreets with rich silks when the Nawab
v%éited Madras. He entertsined him royally. So the Nawab
was pleased to do every thing Wosken could ask for. But -
flogsken asked the monopoly of the 1mnortant trade in
Madras and the hlnterland.25
Wosken constructed the Marmalong bridge across the
rive; Adyar. A new bridge has been constructed. He also
erected the flight of 160 stone stevs to the top of the

26

hill on which St.Thomas Church was built. In 1712 on

the Esplanade the Firgt Armenian Church was destroyed.

The demolition took place because of the close proxity

N

of the Church to the Fort area.27 But another source of
- information states that the church was demolished during

the Military operation in 1746 when the French laid
28

2

seige to Madras. Thereafter regular services were held

in the chapel of the community grave yard where {

cogstomery divine services were conducted.29
In 1772 the Aymenians Church of the Holy Virgin

" Mary in Madras was reconstructed. The Church was



‘87
constructed by the geneyosity of several well-known
Armenian Merchants. For their favourite place of worship,
many of them made hand some contributiéns which ensured
the prover upkeev of this Church. The church had many
landed properties at one time. This ensured the regular
maintenance of'tﬁe Madras Church of Sexton and the Church
staff. Some of the mative members heve appreciasbly assist-
“ed théir congregation.31 The famous Armenian Agah Sha-
meer had donated the ground in whichhis wife Anna had
been buried in 1765. Seven years after her death a room
was built in'her meﬁory. This room was attached to the

Church. The room is still known as Shameer's room.32

) The Armeﬁian Church of Madras is a branch office
which is maintained and controlled by the main office at
" Calcutta. The Calcutta Armenian Association is the
trustee of the Church in Madras. Mr.Geroge E.Gregory is
the Honorsry Secretary ana Caretaker of Madras Branch
for the last twenty yeafs.33 |
Here the Armenians found peace, here they grew
rich, here they enjoyed the fullest religious and
secular freedomf They have lived on the friendliest
terms ﬁith the people of the land and went about their
business. India welcomed them and extended hosvitality,

~

" tolerance and generosity.
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Sangrur District Gazetteer - Government of Punjab

Publication. Total number of pages: 461.
Price Rs.134.25 ‘

Sangrur District Gazetteer is the geventh on
the series of 'Punjab District Gazetteers' being
brought out under the scheme of 'Revision of
District Gazetteers'. This is the first Gazetteer
ever published in respect of Sangrur district
after its formation in 1948.

It is a compendium of historical, cultural and
socio~economic records of the district amd as such
it touches unon all aspects of the life of the
neople. The presentation is simvle and direct. |

The\Chanters are all well illustrated and in
some cases with easy diagrams and graphs. A good
selection of photographs of wvarious monuments,
temples, Gurudwars, etc.,‘that are some of the
treasures of Sangrur and a map of the district
indicating the administrative divisions, communi-
cation facilities, places of interest, Colleges,
hospitals, etc., have also been appended.

It will certainly interest administrators,
researchers and general readers too.

P.PULNEY ANDY SENJI.
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1. South Indian Rebelllon The Flrst War of Independenqe

. 1800-1801" - Total nages 315; by Dr K.Rajayyan,
Publishers -.'Rao and Raghavan', Prince of Wales Road

_ Mysore - 4 (1971)

2. Dr K.Rajayyan, has focused ih this book, the readers'
attention on the place held by South India in the free-
dom sfruggle of India, during 1800-1801, when the cause
of natiqnalism or patriotism‘was nebulous in the rest

of our country.

3. In the history of India, the Sepoy Mutiny of 1857, is
still regarded as the first war of liberation. But the
author has launched a new view in the book that during
the beginning of the 19th century itself a war was
waged in the South to oust foreign rulers, which he
would not have been able to establish but for his
extengive research.

4. The orotagonists of this book are Viravandya Katta-
bomman, Pulithevan, Maruthu brothers, Comaithurai,
Sevathigh, Sivesubramaniya Pillai, Soundaravandiyan,
Gnanamuthu, Dhoondaji Waug and a host of others.Their
toils ard herojic deeds for the cause of our country,
their sscrifices, the catastronhe which befell etq.,
have been portrayed well with no details missing and

- with apvwropriate documental support.

‘5. The author has done well in his attempt to bring to
surface the devastating forces which worked against
the interests of our country such as the betrayal of
Kattabomman by Vijaya Raghunatha Thondaiman, the Rajah
of Pudukkottai first for a pittance which instance
when we read makes us -feel small.

6. The narration is crisp and touching. This book every-
one, when opvortunity affords, should read.

{

v P,PULNEY ANDY SENJI
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MY MEMORIES ABOUT THANTHAI PERIYAR - Prior to 1930

By: EM.RAJAGOPALAN,M. A.,
Madras (1985)

In this sméil book, Thiru/EM.Rajagopélén
has fully packed highly valuable information about
the thoughts and deeds of Thanthai Periyar, in.
various important matters like BEgucation; Prohibi-
tion and so on. The statements made are all first-
hand observations of the writer and hence very
authentic. The involvementAof Thanthai Periyar in
fighting against the 'drink evil', during his
ICongress days has been properly highlighted. The
details of the meeting of Puéyfoot_Jhonson of USA
with Periyar and his observations gbout the

{
temperance movement in India are very interesting.

K.S.VENKATRAMAN
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DOCTORATES IN SOCIAL SCIENCES AWARDZD BY SOUTH

INDIAN UNIVERSITIES.

Published by: Indian Council of Social Science
Research, '
Southern Regional Centre,
Osmania University, Hydrabad-500007.

Review by: Thiru P.P.Ramasamy,Librarian,
‘ Tamil Nadu Archives.

S o

Choosing a topic for“research‘has always been
a problem for Ph.D.students. Unless one is aware of
the topics already taken for research, he cannot
choose his owh topic. To know the topics already taken
for Ph.D. in a University, in a given subject, Cne is
often driven from Pillar to post, not to speak of
all universities in South India.

For them this book under review is a boon;
for, it gives the list of topics chosen under 19
social science subjects for Ph.D.degree right from the
year 1934 to 1986 in 18 Universities of South India.

This 185 page cyclostyled book contains
1494 entries.

The arrangement is subjectwise. In it we
find o0ld subjects like History, Religion, Law,
Education etc., and also the newer ones like Rural
Develovment, Business Management and Economatrics.
Under each subject the Universities are arranged
alohabetically and then, the list is found in a
chronological order.

Bach entry consists of (1) the candidate's
name, (2) Topic (3) Supervisorls name and (4) the
" year of award. ‘

’
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Though the entries are found ﬁpto 1986, most
of the subjeets have been treated only upto 1984)
There are only 7 ¢ entries for 1985 and only one
for 1986. ’

A serious defect in fhiS‘%Ook is the-absence of
éuthenticatioﬁ. The source of information which is
very‘impprtant in a reference work like .this has
not been indicated. It does not contain-an
introduction and not even a preface, where the
authenticity, the limitationg -of the publication
, eyc., could have begn explaiﬁed.-

However this publication, the ICSSR, SRC has
made a commendable first eéver attempt to bring
such a reference tool, which will be helpful to
all the scholars of social -Sciences all over
India, in general and South India in varticular.
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No. Title Price
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1. Diary and consultations Vol. 1 1672-78 1 50
2. . =do- S." 2 1678-79 2 00
3. ~d0- "3 1679-80 2 00
o ~3o= "4 1680-81 1 00
5. -do- " 586 1681 0 87
6. P.Pringle's Reprints " II 1686 1 37
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17. ~do~- "2 1748 0 87
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29.. Diary and consultations .Vol.1 1752 1 12
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34 -do- "4 1755 2 00
35. ' -do~- "5 1756 2 00
36. Country Correspondence " 2 1754 2 00
37 b -do-~ "3 1755 0 87
38. ~do- "4 1756 1 75
39, -do- "5 1757 2 00
40. : ~do- ' " 6 1758 1 87
II. MAYCR'S CCURT RECCRDS
41. Minutes of Proceedings Volumes
E 1 &2 1689~-1719 1 12
ITLI. FACTORY RECCRDS
42. Selections from Public Consultations
Letters from Fort St.George and
‘ Fort St.David Consultations 1740 1 12
43, Selections from Fort St.David
: ~consultations, 1741 0 50
44. Masulipatnam Consultation Book 1682-83 0 87

IV. DUTCH AND DANISH RECORDS

45. Memoir on the Malsbar Const. Vol.i 0 56
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46. Memoir written in the year 1781 A.D. by
Adrain Menons, Vol.2

47. Memoir of Commander Frederick Gunes
delivered to his successor Gaspar Dejong
om the 31.12.1956 - covied by the Rev.P.
Groot (Number in Press List, 1593)Vol.3

48. Memoir of John Gerard Van Angelbeck Gradi-
nary member of Dutch India and Governor
Elect of Ceylon, delivered to his
succegsor in the Adminis tration, of
Malabar, Jan and Ambertus Van spall in
the year 1793 - copied by the Rev.P.
Groot (Number in press list, 14~5)Vol.4

49. Historical #ccount of Nawab Hyder Ali Khan
(from the year 1763) Number in Press
list, 720) Vol.5

50. List of Dutch Manuscripts, letters and
official documents covied by the Rev.
P.Groot (NMumber in Press list, 1629),
Vol.6

51. Hlemoir of the Departing Commander Cornelius
Breeknet delivered to his successor the
worshipfrl Titular Governor and Director
Blect. Christian Lodewink Senff on the
last day of February 1769 (Number in
Press list, 855) Vol.7

52. Diary kept during the exvedition against
the Zamorin from 4th December 1716 to
25th April 1717 copied by Rev.P.Groot
(Number in Press list 97, 98&99) Vol.8

53. Bxtract from general inventories and
establishments of the years 1743, 1761
and 1780 - copied by the Rev.P.Groot
(Number in oress list, 358, 674 and
1136) Vol.9

54. Diary of Captain Nackert written during
the Capaign against the king of Travan-
core from 18th October 1739 to 8th
guge é740 (Number in Press list 287)

ol.1

55. Memoir of Cagpar Dejong delivered to his
Successor Godefredus Weijerman dt.7th
March 1761 - copied by Rev.P.Groot,Vol.1{
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63
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65

66.
67.

68.
69.
70.
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Memoir of Commander Fodefridus Wiferman
delivered to his successor Cornelius
Breekpet on the 22nd February 1765,
copies by the'Rev.P.Groot, Vol.12

Memoir written in the year 1677 A.D. by
Hennic Adrivan Van Rheede, Commander
of the Malabar, Kanara and Wingurla
Coast, for his successor, Vol.14

Letters from Nagapatam, 1748-50 and 1757-58,
by the Rev.P.Groot (Mumber in Press - -
List, 471 and 613) Vol.15

V.GENERAL

Calendar of the Madras Records 1740-44

Malabar district Gazetteer, Vol.I 1933
(Reprinted in 1951)

Malabar district Gazetteer, Vol.2 1933
(Reprinted in 1951)

Saleable copies of Madras District (Cla)
Gazetteers and Manuals available in
Madras State Archives.

Anjengo Vol.II Statistical Avpendix 1915
Chingleput Vol.II Statistical Appendix 1928
Chingleput Vol.III Statistical Appendix 1933
Coimbatore Vol.II Statistical appendix and
supplement to the revised District Manuals

(1898) for Coimbatore District 1933

Ganjam Vol.II Statistical Appendix 1930
Ganjam Vol.III Statistical Appendix 1934

Madura Vol.II Statistical Appendix 1930

Madura Vol.III Statistical Appendix 1933

North Arcot Vol.IT ~30- 1929
/~3 0= Vol.III ~do- ‘ 1933

Nilgiris Vol.II -do=- 1928
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75
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00
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62
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Research Officer, Publication Cell,
Tamil Nadu Archives, Madras— The requests
for sending the books by V.P.P.will be

* complied with, if an.advance of Rs.10/-
only is sent by Money Order.

Please indicate down the Serial No.
and title of the book(s) required
correctly )
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1 2 ) - - -3
. | ‘ . Rs. Ps.
73. Nilgiris Vol.III Statistical Avpendix 1933 1 12
74 Ramnad Vol.II Statistical Appendix 1929 1 50
75 Ramnad Vol.III ~do= 1933 1 50
_ 76. South Arcot Vol.II Statistical Appendix 1932 =~ 3 12
77. Salem Vol.II Statistical Appendix 1932 3 37
- 78. Tinnevelly Vol.II S%étistical Appendix
. together with a supplements to the District
Gazetteer (1917) for Tinnevelly 1934 4 62
79. Tanjore Vol.II Statistical Appendix to-
gether with a supplement to the District
Gazetteer (1906) for Tanjore District 1933 4 50
80. Tiruchinopoly Vol.I; Statistical
, Appendix 19%1 ) : 2 75
81. Miruchinopoly Vol.III Statistical ,
Avpendix 1933 137
NOTE: . For copies please write to the



“ AVANA AMUDHAM INVITES HISTORICAL QUESTICNS SANS
ANSWERS

Like any other branch of knowledge, History also

informs; that is, answers questions.

The questions, History tries to answer are generally
very soft; %hey do not urge us for immediate answers and
wait patiently till we feel like looking into them.

A question on the cause of a special type of fever,
by its very nature, is 'pressing' and receives pricrity
over other questions. In this kind of competition among
questions in different fields, may be, the historical

questions suffer the most.

To cite two for example, there are questions: I'ld
Dharmavuri district form part of Kongu ladu ? or, wac
drove the sage Ramenuja, away from the cowntry -- Vir

Rajendra or Kulottunga I 7

In the fi=ld of History, there are a number of
questions unanswered or not fully answered. What is
more, therc could bo quustions not realised or seen at
all. If by natare, they are not vaory insistent, the
scholars have not helped by allowing them to remain

dormant.

These questions have not &ven been formulated in
specific terms. That is, many of them are not even in
the form of questions. They are just there, in the form
of vogue statements or exclamations or hiatuses. In some
cases, only an intelligent student can see the gap in
the narration and see the existence of the guestion.

Identifying the historical questions in three

\ categories, viz., (i) not raised so far, (ii) not
answered and (iii) not fully answered, will go a long
way in making the study of History wore meaningful. It
is bound to give a clear crientation to our researchers.

/
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A compilation 1ike a"Historicallguestioné
Bank' may Serve as a pointer to the»his%orians
about .the 'dark' areas ih their field on which )
they should enlighten-+the people %y.furthef-research.
This can be kept uﬁ to date-Witblconstaﬁt-édditions
'and deletions with the-help of historians,

AVANA AMUDHAM appeals to’ all students -of
history to share with it-the historical quegtions
which bother them. A brief narration of the’isSUes
involved and the studies made so far, etc, may be
- of great help. They will be punblished in Avana
Amudham and we may turn the focus of attention of

the historical world on them. ;

Deposit your valuable historical questions
in our 'ﬁistorical'Questions Bank'. We will
“ take care'of them. - ’

Please write to: . o
Research Officer,
Publication Cell,
Tamil Nadu Archives,.
Madras=-8.
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urg bl Codw eafrdd, efiatilifdas o Gﬁgmmnaggn@
soo  ar&dus. edsd Iddea ¢ bubsorass Horir & O T A
ST s urpd shassdsay godwall decdase sadiomt
gawmb, 1906 sbasSsm srddod urpdawd ufyoa Gssfu-
WrhAurssd dao agAlLe alprd, 1907@os5 sTddnd goeps
g Cgfwardursdua aaovrd.

1907 god osmododd owbaarie QsFda.1 Acdlw
urgd gl SGriuonss 5% phufrsGaro Qacko 1908 paad
11-¢ OFfmm ga FO&Ed adp pf sdssas apussdar,

Qfdw vpwrhAd 1908 a4d g GMNILESSS 94w,
s Tt poug uTgs GssQuEGh Swpriwud datdd

Abs o

e
ougs Ahpo,

urgdyd swomiu ecafddaw &ML Cuw 55 ausas
Gl T orsd, uridad @ lursyd auluGa QFbsTT.
geAusraCura GoaLsdd ghLCudyd Gsfus Sonw
aafrssGa QFUsmT,

Q5 unctind Fowdd F6Gs5s Qusssdy shoseuolule
&, A g0frsd sh oy ugdesdd Csfusas wartdod Gued
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